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Making the transition into the Sixth Form
is an exciting time in your education.

At Blackheath High Sixth Form, we have built a tailored
curriculum model which provides the essential
foundation of skills and knowledge for future studies,
your career and life. During your time in the Sixth Form,
you will enjoy new challenges and opportunities both
in and beyond the classroom. Our empowering culture
and committed teaching staff ensure that all students
work hard and enjoy achieving their best.

The range of unique and unrivalled opportunities that

we offer, both academic and co-curricular, ensures

that your time at Blackheath High Sixth Form will be an
unforgettable and inspiring preparation for your future.

Our Sixth Form Leadership Team works closely with you throughout your two
years, enabling them to get to know you well and provide tailored guidance as
you navigate your studies and make important decisions about your future.

Specialist subject teachers, tutors and university and ‘Futures’ advisors, are all
available to meet with you individually to answer any questions you will have. We
provide the support and direction that will help you develop into a composed,
self-confident, independent learner, as well as helping you to hone your broader
skills set.

The mark of a Blackheath High Sixth Former is the easy confidence that they take
forward with them and how readily they adapt to the changing demands of
life’s journey.
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Frédérique Cheyns
Assistant Head (Sixth Form)




From your teachers, from your peers, and, with time, from yourself. Through the
m & W f N independence offered in Sixth Form, you learn to become reflective, accountable,
and eager to progress. You develop resilience - the kind that steadies you before

you fall too far and pushes you forward when you might otherwise shrink back.

Hello,

o To prospective students and families, | hope you will find what | find here every
M)’ name is Kiki and I am Head S'FUden'F he.re at Blackheath day: not a school that asks girls to become one thing, but a place that gives them
High Sixth Form. As you are looking at joining our enough confidence to become fully themselves.
wonderful Sixth Form, I'd like to share with you some
of my insights about the unique qualities of life here - in And to the students already walking these corridors, | hope you continue to
particular, how Blackheath High teaches you how to grow take up space boldly, thoughtfully, and without apology. The world has never
and occupy your space proudly and boldly. benefited from girls making themselves smaller.
When people describe a girls’ school, they often Kiki, Head Student

talk about achievement - grades attained, polished

performances and university offers. But | think one
of the most important thing a girls-only Sixth Form education teaches you is
something more subtle: it teaches you how to occupy space.

At first, that space was small. When | first joined in Year 9, although curious, | was
hesitant to raise my hand in class and aimed to remain inconspicuous. However,
slowly, almost without noticing, you begin to stretch into yourself. Your voice
grows louder. Your ambitions grow less apologetic. And by the time you reach
Sixth Form, you stop folding yourself smaller to fit comfortably into rooms you
were always meant to stand fully inside.

| love that courage here is rarely loud or theatrical. Sometimes it is a girl speaking
even when she feels afraid. Sometimes it is not getting the result you hoped for
in a Maths test and trying again the next morning. Sometimes it is simply deciding
that your ideas deserve to be taken seriously and applying for your dream
university or apprenticeship.

Anywhere that

fosters strong, ‘ ‘
ambitious people

will bring its own

pressures, but

alongside that

comes something

equally important:
support.

The most important thing a girls-only Sixth
Form education teaches you is something more
subtle: it teaches you how to occupy space.
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Sixth Form heralds a transition stage in your life and education, offering many
new, exciting experiences along the way. Your two years in the Sixth Form are
busy and will feel relatively short. We carefully manage the transition from the
highly structured nature of Year 11 in preparation for the more rigorous and
independent nature of A-levels, so that you are fully prepared for your post-Sixth

Form journey and beyond.
(nefuction

To support transition from GCSE,

as well as prepare you for the

Sixth Form, we run an extensive
induction programme, starting with
an induction day at the start of the
academic year. In the first half-term,
we focus on aspects of Sixth Form
which will enable students to quickly
feel settled such as expectations of

—

life and opportunities in the Sixth Form, team building and A-level study skills. We

will hold an evening for parents to meet form tutors, the Sixth Form Leadership
team and Senior Staff.

The Suxcth form Centre

The Sixth Form centre situated in the Westcombe House, comprises of the
common room, Sixth Form classrooms, the Laws Library for silent study and
seminar rooms for tasks requiring a more collaborative approach. Across the
school, students have access to our state-of-the-art facilities and sports campus.

he Tutor Systeam

Sixth Form tutor groups are small and tight-knit to ensure that the tailored
pastoral support, which existing students will be familiar with, continues
throughout the school. Together with the Sixth Form Leadership team, tutors
offer regular support in form times and a sustained and dynamic pastoral care
programme.

U

[ 1

sl

The f-level Wlindset

The level of focus and independent
style of study changes significantly
as students move into Year 12.
Tutors will mentor students closely
during this step change, through
our A-level Mindset Programme
which is about enhancing student
commitment, motivation and
productivity. The programme has
easy-to-use and applicable tools
and strategies that will supercharge
learners’ ambition, organisation,
productivity, persistence and
determination. It uses the VESPA system that identifies five key characteristics
that all students need in order to be successful: vision, effort, systems, practice
and attitude.

Soth form
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“We love the many privileges that
Sixth Form life at Blackheath High
brings, including:

- a casual dress code
- free study periods
- exeat release
- dine in for lunch or out!

— Indoprendlent Stocly
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Independent study periods are an essential and important aspect of life in Sixth
Form and students will receive guidance on time management and use of study
periods to manage the step up into a more independent style of working. At
least five hours of independent study will be required for each subject per week,
although more successful students will habitually go far beyond this. Students
will also be required to read around their subjects to aid their understanding and
prepare them for university applications.

Repors

Year 12: Students receive grade cards in the Autumn and Spring terms and a
tutor report and a grade card in the Summer term. There are parents’ evenings in
November and June.

Year 13: Students receive an annual report at the end of the Spring term and grade
cards in the Autumn term and at the start of the Spring term. There are parents’
evenings in November and January.

If parents require any additional assistance or information, or have queries at any
time, they may contact Form Tutors directly.


https://www.blackheathhighschool.gdst.net/school-life/uniform/
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The Sixth Form Leadership team are a dedicated team of staff located in the Sixth
Form centre who are on hand to provide support and guidance for students in all
aspects of their life in Sixth Form. From academic mentoring to pastoral support
and careers advice, our cohesive team will see students through their time at
Blackheath High Sixth Form.

Ms Frédérique Cheyns Ms Cath Day Mr Sean Green
Assistant Head, Head of Futures and Co-Head of Head of Higher Education
Head of Sixth Form Academic Scholarships and Head of Religious Education
f.cheyns@bla.gdst.net c.day@bla.gdst.net s.green@bla.gdst.net

Mr Mani Sodhi Miss Danielle Walker
Head of Student Leadership Deputy Head of Sixth Form
& Enterprise and Head of and Head of German

Economics & Business Studies
m.sodhi@bla.gdst.net

dwalker@bla.gdst.net
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Aims of the Sixth Form curriculum

The Sixth Form curriculum is designed to be thoroughly engaging and rigorous,
providing activities and opportunities which equip you with the skills required

to succeed in a rapidly evolving world. The central focus of your time here will,
of course, be your A-level studies. A-levels are still the gold standard of further
education, as they allow each subject to be studied in depth. A-levels allow
students to select their own combination of subjects, which also facilitates better
preparation for higher education courses.

How many A-levels do you sit?

It is usual to start Year 12 with three, or in some cases four A-level subjects, and
the Extended Project Qualification is available to everyone. For students wishing
to study 4 A-levels, grades 8 and 9 must be achieved in all GCSE subjects. All
students will receive individual advice about suitable combinations of A-level
subjects prior to commencing Sixth Form studies.

What are the requirements for entry into Sixth Form?
Candidates must have a minimum of 6 GCSEs grade 6 and above, including
Maths and English, and grade 7s in the A-level subjects they wish to study (where
relevant). See specific subjects for individual grade requirements.

Subjects offered at A-level (subject to demand)

- Art (Edexcel)

- Biology (OCR)

- Business Studies (Edexcel)

- Chemistry (OCR)

- Classical Civilisation (OCR)

- Computer Science (OCR)

- Design and Technology (AQA)

- Drama and Theatre Studies (EDUQAS)
- Economics (Edexcel)

- English Literature (Edexcel)

- French (AQA)

- Geography (OCT)

- German (AQA)

- History (Edexcel)

- Latin (OCR)

- Mathematics (Edexcel)

- Further Mathematics (Edexcel) ' B
- Mandarin (Edexcel)

- Music (EDUQAS)

- Physical Education (AQA)
- Physics (OCR)

- Politics (Edexcel)

- Psychology (AQA)

- Religious Studies (OCR)

- Spanish (AQA)

- Textiles (Edexcel)

for full suboject
information Visit:

blackheathhighschool.
gdst.net/sixth-form/
what-can-i-study/

Further Qualifications

- Extended Project Qualification
- LAMDA exams

- Graded practical Music exams
- CISI Fundamentals of
Financial Services

Core Subjects

- PSHE

- Sport

- A-level Mindset
- Prospects



http://www.blackheathhighschool.gdst.net/sixth-form/what-can-i-study/
http://www.blackheathhighschool.gdst.net/sixth-form/what-can-i-study/
http://www.blackheathhighschool.gdst.net/sixth-form/what-can-i-study/
http://www.blackheathhighschool.gdst.net/sixth-form/what-can-i-study/
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/ We actively encourage our Sixth Form students to participate in a range of co-
o curricular activities - such as Sport, Music, Drama, Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards,
6"5 l/p Societies and Trips. This involvement not only enhances the quality of their

school experience but will also support their personal development and hone
students’ skills. Students are frequently pushed into performing outside of their
comfort zones, which increases confidence and helps them to have the courage
to tackle academic problems with greater vigour. It is also important for students
to learn the important lesson of finding a balance between work and the rest of
their life.

Sixth Form students serve as crucial role models within our school community,
contributing significantly to the life of the school through their active
involvement and valued engagements. Throughout their two years in Sixth
Form, students will have the opportunity to take on a variety of leadership
roles such as:

- House and \S‘WILS Caﬁm

All students in Sixth Form belong to one of our four houses; Year 12 students
can apply for the position of House captain or Sports captain for their house.
The House teams assist the Heads of House in leading House assemblies and
arranging competitions and sporting events.

- Subject Profects

In Year 12, students who are passionate about a specific subject can apply
for the position of subject prefect. Subject prefects act as ambassadors for
subjects at key events and lead on subject societies. They are responsible for
helping to promote their subject within the school community.

- Heaef Stocfent Teaum and] Senior Preffects

Towards the end of Year 12, students are encouraged to apply for roles on
either the Head Student team or the Senior Prefect team. Both teams take up
office in the summer term of Year 12 and remain in office throughout Year

13. They undertake significant leadership roles within the school with each
member assigned specific responsibilities. Each of the Head Student Team

\S\ IL As we foster an approach to life
W which balances a healthy mind and
healthy body, we aim for our Sixth
Form sport curriculum to encourage
students to develop a love of sport -
with many of our girls participating at
a competitive level.

Enjoy Sixth Form Games — a
programme designed to promote

a balanced, healthy lifestyle while
encouraging a love of sport and
offering competitive opportunities.

Our timetabled Sixth Form sports

lessons feature a wide range of activities, including rowing, trampolining,
badminton, dance, basketball, netball, boxercise, body conditioning, volleyball,
and yoga. Students also have access to our fully equipped gym during free
periods. Competitive fixtures are organised across multi-year group teams, with
opportunities for all girls to trial for GDST elite sports.

Sixth Form
students also take
on leadership
roles, supporting
PE staff in the
organisation of
key events such

as Sports Days,

takes responsibility for: Sustainability; Diversity & Inclusion, Mental Health & helping to shape
Wellbeing, Futures and Charities & House. They meet regularly to address and Hre 2 el vl
discuss matters concerning the Sixth Form and the broader school and act as sporting life.

HRSEl=l@/ =1

ambassadors for the school at key events.

Other important leadership opportunities at Sixth Form include those of Peer
Mentor, Society Lead, and roles within the School Council.




Meusic

Instrumentalists above Grade 5 level are
welcome in the school orchestra and
chamber groups, while singers of any ability
can join Senior Choir to sing a wide range
of music for fun. Places in smaller choirs,
such as Vocalise and the Rollin” Tones are by
audition and for more advanced singers.

Sixth Formers
are strongly
encouraged to join
a musical ensemble
and contribute to the
school’s musical life.

The Music Department holds a busy
concert schedule and regularly
performs at venues outside school,
including in the Old Royal Naval College Chapel and at the Royal Academy of
Music. Students find that joining a music club provides a creative outlet alongside
academic study and a great way to improve leadership skills.

SHANEIVNEIPANEIN
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Each year our Drama Department produces their showcase Spring Musical, which
Sixth Form can audition to be a part of or can apply to help as part of the Backstage
Crew. There are opportunities to help direct, stage manage and design costumes,
giving Sixth Form the
chance to expand their
skills within theatre. This
also provides Sixth Formers
with the experience of
working with other years
and taking on high energy
performances that create
lasting memories. There
are also opportunities to
learn from external visiting
theatre artists such as The
Wardrobe Ensemble.

LAMDA Ecaminations

The Drama Department is currently working alongside ACTDRAMA to offer
LAMDA lessons and examinations. The examinations are included within UCAS
as points towards entry into Higher Education, adding official prestige to
qualifications that are already fun and challenging.

The Sieth Fovm Winter fashion Show

Each year, Sixth Form students organise a Winter Fashion Show in order to raise
money for their chosen charities. As the show is organised and run entirely by our
Sixth Form students, they are able to utilise their creative and performing skills as
well as demonstrating organisation and team work.

Duke off Edindovigh's Animief

Year 12 & 13 students have the opportunity to enrol on the Gold Level Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award scheme, with expeditions taking place on foot or by boat
along the River Thames, in and around Tonbridge or further afield.




Senior Societies

Every Sixth Form student can run a society of their choosing. Societies are

open to students in all year groups, giving Sixth Form students the potential

to explore their personal interests whilst developing their organisational and
interpersonal skills. A teacher-supervisor will guide and help students to devise

a programme of meetings and activities; there are also opportunities to invite in
speakers! Examples of Societies include: Amnesty International, Bio-Medical,
Crypotography, Dissection, Debating, Engineering, Equality, Fashion Show, French
Film, Film, Geography, Law, Sustainability, Politics and Psychology.

Some of our societies are exclusively run for Sixth Form students to encourage
academic exploration beyond A-level specifications. This helps to cement
success in examinations and encourages intellectual curiosity; it enables students
to encounter a wider variety of concepts and to be inspired by their subjects
outside the classroom. Through a plethora of opportunities, you will be able to
build your foundations as a young adult ready for future challenges, whatever
they may be.




Oeaseas Trifos

The Modern Foreign Languages faculty Students will have the
regularly organise overseas cultural trips - for chance to participate in
example, to Nice and Vienna amongst others. exciting overseas trips such
They have also guided and supported students as Iceland, the Azores, the
in organising work experience placements in New York Art trip, European
France, Germany and Spain. Students taking cultural and ski trips and
language subjects may apply for a travel expeditions such as
bursary to cover the cost of work experience Peru and Nepal.

trips abroad.

Art students have participated in trips to New York, with visits to the Museum of
Modern Art, the Guggenheim Museum and the Metropolitan Museum. Alongside
visits to art galleries, students also studied the architecture of Grand Central
Station, ventured up the Empire State Building and walked through Central Park.
Other inspirational destinations have included Copenhagen, Rome and Berlin.

Geography students have visited the captivating landscapes of Iceland
and the Azores, where they explored the unique natural features of these
remarkable countries.
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One of the most unique qualities of Blackheath high
School is the vast array of opportunities available to
students and the strong emphasis on preparing us for
success in the future.

Blackheath High School excels as an environment
where students are inspired, supported, and encouraged
through an impressive variety of student — tailored
opportunities which equip Sixth Formers with any tools
they may need for their next steps; be it University, an
apprenticeship or something different entirely!

Every student is encouraged to follow their own path
which Sixth Form life greatly equips them for; students gain independence and
personal growth through an array of learning opportunities. For example, every
fortnight, our school’s unique Wollstonecraft Speaker Series involves visits from
different speakers who host Ted-Talk style sessions where they discuss their life
and career, offering valuable insights into different future pathways and first-hand
advice. Alumnae often take part in this programme, which is especially helpful
as it gives us access to current and valuable advice about university options and
promotes networking skills.

In the Sixth Form, there are many opportunities to develop leadership skills (see
Beyond the Classroom) and build connections across the school community. |
put myself forward as a candidate for the Head Student Team and was delighted
to be elected, taking on responsibility for mental health and wellbeing. This role
has been a valuable opportunity to strengthen my teamwork skills while also
developing my confidence and communication.

In addition to this, our Enrichment Programme displays how Blackheath High
Sixth Form Life extends far beyond A-level lessons. For example, this initiative
helps us to connect with our community by running STEM lessons for Year 5
pupils from local schools.

In Year 13, the focus shifts towards
supporting our transition to
university and independent living,
for instance through cooking
lessons, invaluable access to
financial advice and other essential
life skills such as car maintenance.

“At Blackheath High Sixth Form, the
opportunities we are given are endless,
and one of its defining features.”

Each term, students also participate in Enrichment Days, giving us access to a host
of different opportunities and experiences from team building activities and first aid
training to conferences on notable topics such as Women in Al; this invaluable time
provides the opportunity to explore new interests and develop a range of skills.

Nikita, Deputy Head Student

|
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Our Sixth Form Futures Programme will enable you to grow intellectually,
explore your creative side, discuss cultural experiences, learn to
debate, enjoy the thrill of discovery and make strong links through the
GDST alumnae network.

The Futures Programme goes far beyond traditional careers advice. It is a
pioneering, holistic framework that is built into the curriculum and supports

every stage of each student’s journey with us, equipping them with the skills the
World Economic Forum identifies as essential for future success in a fast-changing,
digitally connected world. From the moment students join, they benefit from
continuous skills development, tailored one-to-one guidance, leadership
opportunities, inspiring workshops and world-class collaborations.

focus on Poner Skills

At the heart of this provision lies our PowerSkills programme which gives every
Blackheath High student the confidence and skills to thrive in a changing world.
From leadership and collaboration to resilience, creativity and critical thinking,
we focus on the attributes that future employers value most. As technology and
Al transform the workplace, we also ensure students are equipped with the latest
digital knowledge so they can step boldly into the future as innovators, problem-
solvers and leaders.

They are also clear that being
world-ready means more than

just careers advice. Through their
school journey, GDST girls develop
and pursue their pathways with a
much more positive outlook on
the future. Our focus looks beyond
traditional, narrow definitions of
leadership and success and helping
them build confidence, curiosity and
real-world skills. For young women in particular, these skills are vital in a world where
leadership opportunities are still unequal, empowering them to find their voice, claim
their space, and lead with confidence.

GDST research shows that just

80 of girls across all schools
O nationally say that school

prepares them for life, and nearly
half (49%) say they feel unprepared for
the future.

Our Futures programme readies girls for how the world works and how to
fearlessly carve their space within it. From managing money and budgeting, to
online safety, engaging with different viewpoints and exploring current affairs, we
equip every student with the knowledge, resilience and independence needed
for life beyond school. Informed guidance and advice about alternative pathways
such as degree apprenticeships and gap year options is regularly shared with
students who are supported throughout the process.

In Sixth Form, students take on advanced leadership roles, real-world
problem-solving, internships and specialist workshops that prepare them for
higher education and beyond. Alongside this, our careers programme, visiting
speaker series and one-to-one guidance give every student the chance to explore
their passions, challenge assumptions about the world of work and imagine what
her future could be. Working closely with families, employers and experts, we make
sure each student leaves us confident, ambitious and excited for what comes next.

focus ona letnorked (Norld

With focus on a networked world, our extensive Sixth Form programme of
careers events, visiting speaker days, student conferences, trips, networking
events, workshops, partnerships and much more introduces students to a
world of limitless opportunity, while teaching the value of connection and
collaboration. We are proud to support the Women of the Future initiative
where students have the opportunity to network with WOTF Ambassadors at
the Annual Women Of The Future Ambassadors Reception.

Through the Girls Day School Trust, we provide Sixth Formers with numerous
opportunities to develop and practise their future-facing skills, with initiatives
such as the GDST SpaceTech Diploma, applying science, maths and computing
to real-world space technologies and GDST LEAD (Leadership & Entreprise
Advanced Diploma) - see our Unrivalled Opportunities pages - equipping them
with the transferable skills needed to become future leaders and entrepreneurs.

By the time students reach Year 12, they have access to online opportunities

such as the GDST CareerStart programme which provides information and
access to a wide range of experts from a diverse range of careers. This is a great
opportunity to only to learn but to network. We also work closely with the
career experiences company InvestIN and as a partner school, Blackheath High
School students have access to a range of career-experience opportunities, in-
school workshops as well as webinars for both students and parents. Massive
Open Online Courses (MOOCs), work experience and interactive workshops
with large corporates such as PwC, Somerset Capital Management and JP Morgan
are just some of the opportunities available to Year 12 & 13 students.

Our fortnightly Wollstonecraft Speaker Series enables you to engage with the
idea of the ‘squiggly’ career path, the challenges of particular careers and the
opportunity to ask questions and network. Perhaps the most exciting part of the
Futures programme are whole-school initiatives such as the bi-annual Futures Fair
and Women in Leadership events, where both careers and skills are placed firmly
front and centre. Sixth Form students take an active role in the organisation and
delivery of these events, developing their interpersonal skills, knowledge and
confidence. From live and interactive sessions to inspiring video content,

our outstanding contributors help today’s students to become the

successful, brave and confident disruptors of tomorrow.

29
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At Blackheath High, Sixth Form students can take part

in an exceptional range of academic,
career-focused, leadership and wellbeing
opportunities. These programmes are designed
to broaden knowledge, develop practical skills,
inspire future ambitions and provide experiences
that strengthen university applications, enhance
employability and support personal growth.

Academic# specialist rogiammes

GDST Maths Programme

Challenge yourself with the GDST Maths Programme — a bespoke course
designed to stretch your mathematical thinking and prepare you for the entrance
examinations required by competitive universities, including Oxford and
Cambridge.

Through weekly online evening sessions, you'll focus on the Pure Maths skills
needed for top-tier admissions tests, supported by personalised guidance and
regular exam practice. Alongside lectures, you'll complete independent study
tasks, collaborate in an online class space and take part in small-group summer
workshops.

Open exclusively to GDST Sixth Formers, this programme builds confidence,
sharpens problem-solving skills and
gives you a competitive edge in
applying for the most demanding
university mathematics courses.

Exceptional opportunities designed to
develop key skills and inspire ambition.

Academic § specialist forogiammes

CISI Level 2 Award in Fundamentals of Financial Services

Undertake the CISI Fundamentals of Financial Services
qualification — the perfect first step into the world of Finance.
This course introduces you to the professional sector and the
essential building blocks of financial knowledge, from shares
and bonds to insurance and key industry terminology.

Whether you're considering a future career in finance or

simply want to understand how the financial world works, this
accessible, rewarding and Ofqual-regulated qualification allows
you to gain recognised professional credibility while still in
Sixth Form.

GDST SpaceTech

Join the SpaceTech Programme — a cutting-edge pre-university diploma designed
to prepare future innovators for the fast-growing space technology sector.
Delivered across GDST Sixth Form departments, it develops coding expertise in
Python and applies computer science skills to real-world industry challenges.

Recognised nationally, the programme has received a Royal Society STEM
Partnership Grant and AWS Proof of Concept investment, working with partners
including Cambridge University Space Flight, NASA DEVELOP, and NASA Earth
Science Data Systems. Students have showcased projects at the Royal Society
Student Conference and Summer Science Exhibition and collaborated with
Cranfield University on pioneering Al-powered imaging systems for UAV drones.

By taking part, you'll gain advanced technical knowledge, hands-on research
experience and unique industry connections — giving you a head start in computer
science, engineering and space technology careers.
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Competitive Admissions

- Oxbridge Programme
- Medicine, Veterinary & Dentistry (MDV) Programme

Access the Competitive Admissions Programme, designed to give tailored support to
students aiming for Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine, Veterinary Science, and Dentistry.
This comprehensive opportunity combines academic stretch with personalised
guidance, to help students be confident, well-prepared and showcase their potential
at the highest level to succeed in these highly competitive applications.

Students will:

e Join the Competitive Admissions Club to build critical thinking skills and craft
top-quality personal statements

e Receive application guidance and specialist interview preparation

e For Oxbridge applicants, take part in the GDST Oxbridge On Track Programme
and the GDST Oxbridge Conference, connecting with experts and peers across
the Trust

Prospects

Our comprehensive Prospects Programme is designed to prepare Year 12 & 13 students
for life beyond school - ensuring that students are confident, informed, and ready for
the next stage of their lives. It supports students at every step of their higher education
journey while building essential skills for the world of work and independent living.

Students will gain practical knowledge in areas such as:

e Applying for student finance and budgeting at university

e Understanding payslips, employment, and self-employment
e Managing money wisely and cooking on a budget

o Looking after a car and staying safe at university

GDST CareerStart

Discover CareerStart - a comprehensive programme designed to help GDST students
explore careers, develop essential workplace skills and prepare for life after school.

e  CareerStart Online - a webinar series featuring career-focused talks across
a wide range of industries, from neuroscience and aviation to dentistry and
opportunities for studying abroad. Hear from headline speakers and GDST
alumnae as they share insights into their pathways and career journeys.

e CareerStart Workshops - practical and hands-on interactive sessions for
GDST students, covering key topics such as the recruitment process, CV and
LinkedIn building, assessment centres, interview techniques, skills, career
research, finance, study skills and leadership.

2
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GDST LEAD

Take part in the LEAD Programme (Leadership & Entreprise Advanced Diploma)
— an innovative leadership and enterprise course designed to empower young
women with the skills to become future leaders and entrepreneurs. Delivered
in partnership with the London School of Economics, this
accredited programme provides a unique opportunity to
gain real-world experience.

Working in teams, you'll be guided by a dedicated mentor as
you develop business ideas, create plans and present them
at the exciting final Showcase Event. Along the way, you'll
learn from leading business minds, take part in national
bootcamps and challenges, and collaborate with students
across the GDST network.

Wollstonecraft Speaker Series

Explore the Wollstonecraft Speaker Series — dynamic and unique talks offered
within the Futures Programme at Blackheath High Sixth Form, designed to inspire
students to navigate the challenges and opportunities of modern career paths.
The Wollstonecraft Speaker Series, named after writer, philosopher and women'’s
right advocate Mary Wollstonecraft, is a chance to stimulate intellectual curiosity
and critical thinking.

Through fortnightly talks, live Q&A sessions and interactive
discussions, you'll hear from leading professionals about
the realities of different careers, the idea of the “squiggly”
career path and strategies to succeed in competitive fields.

This series also offers networking opportunities with GDST
alumnae and access to the Alumnae Network, providing
guidance, work placements and insights into life at top
universities. Recent speakers have included academics,
doctors, lawyers, journalists and film & TV producers.
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A unique network of professional GDST women

The GDST Alumnae Network of over 100,000 women offers
excellent social opportunities and career support for all
students educated at GDST schools. By joining a GDST Sixth
Form you gain immediate access to this network for life, in
person and online - tapping into a variety of professional
fields, such as Law, Medicine and Financial Services. You

will be supported through work experience opportunities,
mentoring, networking events and workshops such as ‘how
to beat imposter syndrome’ and ‘negotiating a pay rise’. Even
those alumnae who are just a few steps ahead of you can
help you navigate your journey through higher education
and beyond.

Innovative, university-style teaching, designed for girls

Benefit from an innovative, effective and engaging curriculum. With small class
sizes, students and teachers are able to maximise active debate and university-
style learning. Our Sixth Form team are able to plug-in to a specialist teaching and
consultant network. Meeting regularly, our GDST teaching staff ensure an optimal
curriculum - designed for girls - arming them with the confidence and skills to
break boundaries in careers, leadership and male-dominated fields.

Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Access a host of GDST events and prizes

As part of the GDST network you will also be able to:
Challenge yourself by taking part in the Gold Duke of

Edinburgh’s Award — a prestigious programme recognised by
universities and employers alike.

e ATTEND professional conferences on topics from sustainable fashion to
psychology to medicine across the academic year.

e EXPERIENCE events such as: GDST Sports Rallies, including the GDST Select
Events, which bring together our elite players across key sports such as hockey,
netball, cricket and football, with talks from top British sporting icons; STEM
insights and careers events (such as those exploring Al and smart cities); and our
Day of Dance event held at the famous Pineapple Dance Studios in London.

Through volunteering, developing new skills, taking on physical
challenges, and completing a residential and expedition,

you'll build resilience, independence, and leadership. For

the expedition, students can choose between walking in the

beautiful Brecon Beacons and Peak District National Park, e ACCESS GDST prize and scholarship opportunities such as the GDST Travel

or kayaking down the River Avon and River Thames in a Bell Boat. This nationally Scholarship (for a Gap year or summer travel before university); the GDST
respected award is an opportunity to push beyond your comfort zone and achieve Johnston Memorial Scholarship (for Law students); the GDST Minerva Prize (for
something truly memorable during Sixth Form. all-round achievement); the GDST Pearson and Silver Awards Year 12 students (for

financial support towards courses, meetings, projects with a classical content); the
GDST University Scholarship; the GDST Psychology Cup and more.
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Blackheath High School is academically excellent. Our students consistently
achieve outstanding GCSE and A-level results, testament to their ambition, hard
work, and the exceptional teaching that empowers them. In 2026, we celebrated

our best-ever A-level results, with 84% of grades awarded at A*-B and 61% at A*-A.

el 84% 61% 89%
Results i e o ks
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We take pride in the ex raordmary range of destinations and ambitious courses
our students go on to pursue, and we'll support each student at every step of

the way in finding the route for them. Leavers’ destinations include Oxford and
Cambridge, Russell Group universities and creative destinations such as the Royal
Academy of Music and Trinity Laban. We also see high acceptance rates to art

and fashion colleges, and to music conservatoires.

University of Glasgow

University of St Andrews
Mathematics

Biochemistry

University of Leeds
Aeronautical & Aerospace Engineering
Chemistry
Journalism
Mathematics
Theology & Religious Studies

University of Manchester
Architecture
Int’l Business, Finance & Economi
Psychology

University of Liverpool

Biological & Medical Science
Bioveterinary Science
English & Philosophy

University of Birmingham
Chemical Engineering
Computer Science (PwC Apprenticeshi

Accounting & Finance

English

Film & TV Production

Music

Natural Sciences
University of Nottingham
Geography
Computer Science
Medicine
Psychology
University of Oxford

University of Newcastle
Civil Engineering

English & History

Law

Politics & Economics
Psychology & Sports Science

University of Durham
Geography

History & Economics
Theology & Religion

University of York

Biology
University of Warwick Medicine
Film & Literature Theology & Religion
History University of Cambridge
Politics University of Reading Classics
University of Bristol Cellular & Molecular Medicine English Trinity Laban

- : Psychology & Social Anthropolog
Aerospace Engineering

English & History

Physics
University of Cardiff
History & Economics
Politics & Social Anthropology
Spanish & Economics

University of Bath

Maths, Stats & Data Science

M V] t Lond
Politics & International Relation QUL alys fiversityjfondon

Computer Systems Engineering

London School of Economics

Criminology Geography
International Management & French Economlcs

Musical Theatre

Royal Academy of Music
Music

Kingston University

Fashion

Fine Art

King's College London
Biochemistry
Biomedical Science
English

Physics

Sociology

University of Exeter Economics Imperial College London
Economics & Politics Electronic Engineering University College London Biochemistry

Law & Business Film Studies & Drama  Architecture Design Engineerin
Medicine Medicine Ecgnom_ics . . ¢ ¢ ¢
Neuroscience versi Int'l Social & Political Studies  (“Central St Martins UAL

Southampton Solent University
Prosthetics and SFX Design Pharmacy

Pharmacology

Art

*Just a flavour of our recent student destinations & degree subjects.
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Get a feel for the breadth and diversity of students’ passions at Blackheath High
and where their interests have taken them. Start here and go anywhere!

STEM

Lovera

A-levels in Biology,

Chemistry, Maths, EPQ

Medicine, University
of Exeter

Amy

A-levels in Biology,
Chemistry, French
Biology, University
of Oxford

Abigail

A-levels in Biology,
Chemistry, Maths, EPQ
Medicine, Queen
Mary University of
London

Alisha

A-levels in Economics,
Maths, Biology,
Chemistry
Economics,
University College
London

Jasmine

A-levels in Maths,
Chemistry, Physics,
Mandarin
Aerospace
Engineering, Bristol
University

Sophia

A-levels in Maths,
Chemistry,
Psychology
Mathematics,
University of Leeds

Maddie

e A-levels in Physics,
Maths, Chemistry,
EPQ
Biochemistry,
Imperial College
London

Humanities &
Languages

Amelie

e A-levels in Religious
Studies, Politics,
History, EPQ
Theology and
Religion, Durham
University

Kenya

e A-levels in Maths,
Physics, Psychology
Apprenticeship,
Diversity &
Inclusion, Warner
Bros Discovery

A-levels in German,
Psychology, Classical
Civilisation, EPQ
Classics, University
of Cambridge

Humanities & Languages

Lara

e A-levels in English, History, Textile
Design, EPQ

e English, University of Sussex

Lauren

e A-levels in English Literature,
Religious Studies and History, EPQ

e English, University of Cambridge

Arts

Grace

e A-levels in Drama, Religious
Studies, Politics, EPQ

e Royal Holloway, University of
London

Beatrix

e A-levels in History, Psychology,
Computer Science, EPQ

e Film & TV, University of York

Sophia

e A-levels in Drama, Music, Biology

e Musical Theatre, Trinity Laban
Conservatoire of Music & Dance

Tiana
e A-levels in Maths, Latin, Music
e Harp, Royal Academy of Music



o s | Singer and future author

\E Alumna Lauren left Blackheath High
VN § School with an A* in English Literature and

~ Religious Studies and an A History, plus an
~ A/ A*in her EPQ.

With dreams of becoming a published
author or poet, Lauren took up a
prestigious place at the University of
Cambridge to read English Literature, now
in her second year. She also had the added honour of taking up a
Magdalene College choral scholarship.

Lauren joined Blackheath High School in Year 7 and immediately
felt at home. She was awarded both Academic and Music
Scholarships, as well as the KM Watts English Scholarship in
Sixth Form and embraced school life wholeheartedly.

Assuming a variety of roles of responsibility within school
her leadership and mentoring skills flourished - from her days
as a Student Librarian, to Form Captain, to Peer Mentor and
ultimately to Deputy Head Student in 2024-2025.

| am so excited to be reading English Literature at the
University of Cambridge; Blackheath High has curated

INEIRIMA

Future Biochemist

= -. Maddie earned a stellar set of A* grades

' across Physics, Maths and Chemistry as well
as an A in her EPQ, entitled ‘Can Mammals
Reproduce by Parthenogenesis?’. She is
now into her second year of studying
Biochemistry at Imperial College London.

Maddie has so many good memories of her
time at Blackheath High. She comments,
“One of my best memories is of the school
food! Seriously though, | have just had the
best time here. | joined in Nursery, then

my family moved to Cambridge for a while and | came back again
in Year 10. One of my favourite parts of the Senior School was
getting involved in co-curricular clubs, especially the STEM and Eco
Clubs. Studying living things like our stick insects and Cleopatra the
bearded dragon makes learning come alive”

Maddie is positive about how much the school has supported her
to feel ready for the future, explaining, “Our Enrichment lessons
were great, with lots of life lessons and life skills development. And
of course, my inspirational teachers have helped me to achieve the
best grades. | really feel prepared for my next steps.”

“I would love to carry on studying Biochemistry until
the end of time! I'd like to be an academic at a leading
university, such as Imperial College. | want to produce

lots of interesting scientific research in important
academic journals to contribute to the field.”

MADDIIE

my passions surrounding literature and given me so many

opportunities to delve deeper into the full range of
literature. From creative writing competitions to poetry
competitions, | have enjoyed being challenged to assess my
own understanding of the boundaries of writing.

Maddie: Biochemistry Undergrad,
Imperial College London

Read more about our
Recent and Notable
Alumna in our

Lauren: English Literature Undergrad, augff ?' &s’(”wmfmw
University of Cambridge

webpage
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https://www.blackheathhighschool.gdst.net/about-us/results-and-destinations/

APPLYING
FOR

SIXTH FORM
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% /f “/‘ /f' \ )79 ‘/f/ “ S. rr ’h “/ f 10% of girls in GDST Senior and family income. They are offered
Schools from Year 7 to to students whose circumstances
Year 13 receive financial may restrict their access to a
SUplpent Blackheath High School GDST
education. Our bursaries range from
30-100% remission of fees; each
year we are able to offer several 100% bursaries, which cover full fees. They are
awarded on academic merit to
all girls and provide life-changing
opportunities. “As a bursary student, I'm forever grateful.
The GDST gave me a place to grow and a

What are Scholarships? network torely on.
. Full bursary student,

Scholarships are awarded on .

- . Blackheath High Sixth Form
academic excellence and potential,
and for students who are talented
in music, drama or art. Scholarships
do not consider family income.Scholarships offer a significant discount from
school fees and are
usually awarded
with a minimum 10%
fee discount. The
maximum fee discount
that can be awarded
by scholarship is 50%,
under agreement with
HMC/GSA. A limited
number of honorary
scholarships are also
offered; these carry
no fee remission
and are awarded to
honour the academic
achievements of
students.

Blackheath High School and the GDST’s
purpose is to reach as many girls as
possible, supporting and empowering
young women to achieve their full
potential. Blackheath High Sixth Form
attracts exceptional applicants and
empowers girls to achieve outstanding
grades. We offer a wide range of
bursarsies, scholarships and awards
options to support your journey through
our Sixth Form — these include GDST
Scholarships for Academic, Art, Drama,
and Music, as well as range of named
awards for excellence in various subjects.
Scholarship and bursary applicants will sit
a relevant assessment in the Autumn Term.

Our bursaries range from

30-100% of fees

What are Awards?

Awards are of a fixed monetary value, but carry equal honour, having been
bestowed upon the school by former students or generous benefactors.
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Who can apply for Bursaries, Scholarships & Awards?

Current students:

Year 11 students who are already holders of bursaries or scholarships are still
eligible to apply for additional Sixth Form scholarships or awards. Existing
bursaries and scholarships continue into the Sixth Form.

New scholarship applications from existing students are also welcome. Students
may apply for multiple scholarships and awards.

Students applying from other schools:
External candidates may apply for any of the bursaries, scholarships or awards.
Bursaries depend on their family’s financial circumstances.

How do we apply for Bursaries, Scholarships & Awards?

Current students:

Blackheath High Year 11 students should complete the relevant application form,
which will be sent to you along with details of how to submit. Your application
must include a written personal statement.

Year 11 students at Blackheath High School applying for a scholarship or bursary will
complete their Year 11 mocks as planned and their performance on their Maths and
English papers will be taken into account, as well as their written application.

Students applying from other schools:
- General applications - Students applying from other schools need to first
complete the general application form for Sixth Form available on our website.

- Bursary, Scholarship & Awards applications - On the application form you will

be able to indicate which bursary, scholarship & awards you would like to apply

for. Upon submitting your application form, you will be required to complete an
additional scholarship-specific/bursary application form, which will include a
personal statement. Candidates applying for a scholarship or bursary will be invited
to participate in an entrance assessment day at Blackheath High Sixth Form.

- Additional Bursary information - Bursary applicants will also be provided with
an additional bursary-specific form upon completion of the general application. It

is important that this subsequent form is completed as soon as possible.
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All shortlisted candidates will be invited to attend an interview with the Head or
a member of the Senior Leadership Team.

External candidates will also be asked for a reference, which will cover the criteria
listed below and predicted GCSE grades.

On what basis are they awarded?

Sixth Form scholarships, bursaries and awards are awarded on the basis of the
following criteria:

e Attainment in the end of Year 10 examinations

e Anentrance assessment

» Participation in co-curricular activities

e Contribution to the life of the school

» Attendance, punctuality, attitude and conduct

 If applying for a scholarship you will be required to submit additional
supporting information as appropriate for your chosen subject (for example a
portfolio if applying for an Art Scholarship).

e Ascholarship interview for short-listed candidates

e Bursaries are also means-tested and awarded on financial eligibility

e A personal statement

GUST Schotuishigos

It is a great honour to be awarded any Girls’ Day School Trust (GDST) Trust
scholarship and their worth is recognised by universities and other institutions
of higher education. It may be of considerable weight in an applicant’s favour
to be able to note this distinction on her UCAS application form. Scholarships
are awarded on Academic excellence and potential, and for students who are
talented in Art, Drama and Music.

All scholarships offer a percentage fee remission. A student may hold both a
scholarship and a bursary on condition that the total value does not exceed that
of the full tuition fees.

. 2) B .
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Suxeth Form Awanefs

The Lucy Forrest Memorial Award
Discipline: Maths or Fine Art

Focus: It is awarded on merit
and potential in the pursuit of
Mathematics or Fine Art at A-level.

Criteria: Candidates are assessed

on overall academic ability with
particular attention paid to
achievement in Mathematics or Art.
Art candidates will be asked to bring
in a portfolio of their work. The Head
of Art will use these to help produce
a shortlist of candidates.

About the award: Named after
all-through Blackheath High School
student - Lucy Forrest - who was an
immensely talented mathematician
and artist. Following Lucy's tragic
death, her family and friends
established this award in her
memory, aiming to help other
talented students achieve the
university education that Lucy was
never able to have.

Fee remission: Circa £1000 per annum
for the two years of Sixth Form.
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The Leedham Award
Discipline: Maths or Science

Focus: It is awarded on merit and
potential to a candidate studying
Sciences/Maths in the Sixth Form
who wishes to go on to study
Medicine at university.

Criteria: Candidates are assessed

on overall academic ability with
particular attention paid to achievement
in Mathematics and Science.

About the award: The scholarship is
named after Dr Gwenda Leedham, a
past student of the school who had

a distinguished career in the medical
profession. Dr Leedham left a generous
bequest to the school in order to set
up this scholarship.

Fee remission: Circa £1000 per annum
for the two years of Sixth Form.

Soeth Form Awiaidfs

The Tara-Mohini Maths / Physics Award
Discipline: Maths or Physics

Focus: It is awarded for
exceptional effort or achievement
in Maths or Physics.

Criteria: Candidates will be assessed
on their overall academic ability
with specific focus on achievement
in Mathematics or Physics.

About the award: This award was
gifted for the first time in 2013
thanks to the generosity of Mr
Mohammad Abdul Qavi, whose two
daughters attended Blackheath High
School.

Fee remission: Circa £1000 per annum
for the two years of Sixth Form.

Music / Drama Awards
Discipline: Music or Drama

Focus: You do not need to choose
Music at A-level to apply for an award.
All holders of Music awards must

have a past academic record which
suggests that they will be able to
combine successfully the demands of
A-level studies with the high level of
participation in Music/Drama activities
that will be expected of them.

Criteria (Drama): Drama applications
are invited from girls who have
achieved either a minimum standard
of approximately Grade 6 in their
LAMDA, are performing at a high
level at GCSE Drama, or have

made a significant contribution to
school productions either acting or
technical. Drama auditions will be
held in November and candidates
will be required to perform two
contrasting monologues and undergo
sight-reading of a speech, or an
improvisation workshop.
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Music / Drama Awards
Discipline: Music or Drama

Criteria (Music): Music applications
are invited from girls who have
achieved a minimum standard of
Grade 6 on their main instrument
(or voice). Auditions will be

held in November. Candidates

will be required to perform two
contrasting pieces and to undergo
sight-reading and aural tests (Grade
6 standard). Music/Drama awards
may be held in conjunction with
other academic awards.

Fee remission: Up to three awards
may be made each year in the form
of a scholarship, free music lessons
on up to two instruments/voice, or
LAMDA lessons.

Modern Languages Awards
Discipline: Languages

Focus: These awards are made to
candidates who wish to pursue
the study of at least one modern
language at A-level.

Fee award: They contribute towards
the cost of a work experience
placement in Europe during either
Year 12 or Year 13 (up to a maximum
of £500). Up to three awards are
made annually.

The 1908 Award
Discipline: Academic

Focus: Awarded on academic merit
and potential.

About the award: It carries with it a
particular Blackheath honour since
it commemorates the second major
building phase in Wemyss Road, the
school’s original home, where the
first school buildings were erected
in 1879 and where the school
opened in 1880.

Fee remission: Circa £100
per annum for the two
years of Sixth Form.

Sueth Form fAnaidfs

The 1994 Scholarship
Discipline: Academic

Focus: This is awarded on academic
merit and potential.

About the award: This distinguished
award commemorates the move of the
Senior School from Wemyss Road to
Vanbrugh Park.

Fee remission: Usually £100 per annum
for the two years of Sixth Form.

The K.M. Watts English Scholarship
Discipline: English

Focus: Awarded on merit and potential
in English and to candidates intending
to study English A-level in Sixth Form.

About the award: Named after Mrs
Kathleen Watts, a former student who
compiled a history of the school, and
who died in October 1980. Her husband
founded this award in her memory.

Fee remission: Circa £100 per annum
for the two years of Sixth Form.

The Ana Windibank Science Award
Discipline: Science

Focus: This scholarship is awarded
on merit and potential in the field of
Science to a candidate intending to
study at least one Science subject in
the Sixth Form.

Criteria: Preference shall always

be given to candidates with an
impressive examination performance
in at least one of the sciences, as
well as an interest in science arising
from a curiosity in understanding
the ways in which nature works. A
genuinely enquiring mind, perhaps
showing a tendency to question
conventional wisdom, will count in a
candidate’s favour.

About the award: Named after Ana
Windibank who joined Blackheath
High School as a GDST scholar at
the age of 11in 1981. After achieving
excellent grades in her first public
examinations, Ana began her A-level
studies with the intention of
following a career in Medicine. After
a short but tragically fatal illness,
Ana died in the spring term of her
final year.

Fee remission: Circa £100 per annum
for the two years of Sixth Form.
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The Maud Adams Exhibition
Discipline: General merit

Focus: This is awarded on general merit and
contribution to the school.

About the award: This exhibition from the
bequest of Miss Esther Maud Harrington
Adams in 1937, is tenable by the daughter of a
Church of England clergyman. One exhibition
at any one time is open to students entering
the school or those already entered and aged
eight years or above. It is subject to regular
attendance, good conduct and satisfactory

work and may be held for the student’s school
life.

Fee award: Circa £100 per
annum for the two years of
Sixth Form.







WE CAN“T; WAIT,

TO ' WELCOME YOU
TO SIXTH FORM!
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Where girls boldly go

blackheathhigh
@ blackheathhighschool
@ blackheath high school gdst
www.blackheathhighschool.gdst.net

Blackheath High Sixth Form | Vanbrugh Park | London | SE3 7AG
admissions@bla.gdst.net | info@bla.gdst.net | 020 8853 2929
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