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WELCOME

This handbook is intended to help prospective parents and students fully 
understand the journey into Year 7 at Blackheath High School. Our aim is to 
make this process as clear as possible. Of course, a booklet is no substitute for 
talking to someone, so please do contact us if you have a detailed question that 
we might be able to help you with. You will also find some of the administrative 
documents referred to in this booklet on our website. 

We look forward to welcoming you to our wonderful school.

ADMISSIONS POLICY AND CRITERIA 
FOR ENTRY

Blackheath High School is a non-denominational, selective, independent day 
school for girls and it is a member of the Girls’ Day School Trust (GDST).

We take particular care to ensure that practices and procedures related to 
application, admission and entry to the school are scrupulously fair to everyone 
so that girls from all races, religions and social and cultural backgrounds are 
treated with complete equality at all times.

The main points of entry for the Senior School are at 11+, 13+ and at 16+ and entry 
to other year groups is only as vacancies occur. A waiting list for vacancies is 
maintained. Selection is carefully monitored and the procedures are structured to 
enable each applicant to perform at her best. 

Examination papers and interviews are designed to test each candidate’s present 
attainment and future potential and to ascertain the likelihood of her working 
comfortably within the school’s expectations. There are usually three classes in 
each year group, though occasionally there will be four. 

With regards to siblings, whenever possible, we are pleased to welcome sisters of 
current students into the school. Each student is, however, admitted on her own 
merit and preferential treatment is not give to siblings.
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ENTRANCE AT 11+
Open Days
Each year several Open Mornings are held; one on a Saturday and others on 
normal working days throughout the year. There are occasions when everyone is 
welcome to tour the school, meet staff and students and see our state-of-the-
art facilities and impressive educational offer. Our Head speaks about our unique 
school, and will answer any specific questions you might have. 

Application forms
The application form and other documents relating to applications are available 
via our website.

References
It is the school’s policy to approach the candidate’s current school to ask for 
a report on her academic progress, as well as a reference. These are treated as 
strictly confidential and they will not be discussed with students or parents. We 
expect that parents will keep their daughter’s current Head fully informed of 
any application to Blackheath High School and, in the case of those attending 
other independent schools, that the parents’ obligations regarding fees and any 
notice requirements to the current school will have been met.

Interviews
We will interview candidates who have been longlisted after the examinations in 
November. Candidates will complete observational tasks and in the course of this 
meeting will have the opportunity to show that they can listen carefully, express 
themselves clearly, confidently and appropriately, and that they can formulate 
and share opinions. There is also the chance to ask questions.

Welcome Afternoon for prospective students
We also invite candidates to visit the school, meet our girls and staff and take 
part in lessons once they have received an offer of a place at Blackheath High 
School. We find that this is a more relaxed opportunity for the girls to appreciate 
the ethos of the school and experience what learning here would be like. 

EXAMINATIONS & INTERVIEWS
We welcome candidates to sit our 11+ entrance examinations in November. 
Longlisted candidates will then be invited to attend an interview in January. 
Shortlisted Academic, Art, Drama, Music and Sport Girl emPowered scholarship 
candidates will also be invited for an additional assessment in December or 
January. All important dates can be found at the end of this booklet.

Candidates will sit three examination papers: English, Maths and Verbal Reasoning. 
The Verbal Reasoning paper tests ability to process verbal information; identify 
patterns; see similarities and differences between words; demonstrate rules 
and meaning of language; and apply logical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Free familiarisation materials for all three papers are accessible here:

11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk

We know sitting examinations might seem a daunting prospect at age 10 or 11 years 
old. We can reassure you that we make the examination day as positive and as 
friendly an experience as we can, and the warmth of our Blackheath High welcome 
quickly puts the girls at ease. We do not advise excessive preparation for the 
papers, however familiarising your daughters with the format of the papers is a 
useful exercise to do.

Our 11+ interviews are friendly, informal sessions to help us to get to know your 
daughter better and understand her passions.

In addition to the exams and interviews, we will also contact your daughter’s 
school for a reference to gain further background information about her progress 
and interests.

In February, we will dispatch our offer letters. Parents have until the beginning of 
March to accept a place for their daughter in Year 7. 

Please note, results of the 11+ examinations are for internal use only and will not 
be shared with candidates or their families as per our admissions policy.

https://blackheathhighschoolgdst.applicaa.com/9
http://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk
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Girl emPowered is Blackheath High School’s prestigious scholarship programme, 
designed to stretch and challenge students with exceptional talent. Successful 
scholars will be welcomed into a bespoke programme designed to mentor, guide, 
enrich and empower, by providing them with the knowledge and resources to 
achieve their goals and dreams. 

We offer Academic, Art, Drama, Music and Sport Girl emPowered scholarships at 
our 11+ entry point in Year 7, with additional opportunities to join the prestigious 
programme at Year 12. All those applying for a scholarship can choose one of the 
four subject disciplines. All applicants will be automatically considered for an 
academic scholarship based on their entrance examination results. Please note 
that Art, Music, Drama and Sports scholars are also expected to perform well in 
the entrance examination.

Scholars receive a range of additional opportunities; from trips, lectures and 
workshops, to privileged access to performances and competitive events. As a 
result, competition for scholarships is extremely high. All scholars are expected to 
take part in co-curricular activities relevant to their field. 

Scholarships will be expressed as a percentage remission of the fees. All 
scholarships will be offered in writing at the same time as offers in February 
and will remain tenable throughout Senior School and Sixth Form, subject to 
satisfactory application and performance. Read our guidance on applying for an 
11+ scholarship or bursary on our website.

BURSARIES
We support a small number of bursary places to provide talented girls access to a 
GDST education who could not afford it without financial help.

Bursaries are awarded on academic merit and potential but are also means-tested 
and parents must meet certain criteria relating to their income. Bursaries vary in 
scale from 30-100% depending on wealth and income.

All bursaries will be communicated in writing when offers are made. If you are 
interested in applying for a bursary, you will need to indicate this on our online 
application form. You will then be supplied with a second bursary-specific 
application form that is accessed via the online application portal. This form will 
need to be completed before the application deadline in October. It is regrettable 
that we cannot accept applications after this date.

Bursaries are reviewed annually to take account of changing financial 
circumstances, and the parental contribution can change to reflect changes to the 
family income.

Offers of scholarships and bursaries are made with reference to the student’s:

• academic ability, including attainment in 11+ entrance examinations

• performance at interview/audition/sports trial/scholarship assessment

• commitment to joining Blackheath High School

• contribution to the wider life of their primary school

• record of behaviour at their primary school
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SUMMER TERM VISITS
During the Summer Term, we meet with students who will be joining us in the 
following September. These visits are usually co-ordinated by the Head of Year 
7 or a Year 7 Tutor and are arranged by the Admissions Team. This is to meet the 
new student and to give her a chance to ask any questions about Blackheath High 
School that she may have.

OCCASIONAL VACANCIES
From time to time, a place becomes available in Years 8-10. Parents wishing to 
apply for such a place, or to have their daughter’s name placed on the waiting 
list for a particular year, should contact the Admissions Team to discuss the 
appropriate procedure and to arrange a visit to the Senior School. All applicants 
will have to sit entrance examinations in English and Mathematics. In addition, 
a reference and a copy of the candidate’s most recent school report will be 
requested from her current school.

We look forward to supporting you and your daughter through this exciting transition 
to Senior School and into the next phase of her life at Blackheath High School.

Key Dates for 11+ Entry into Year 7 September 2027

Open Morning: Saturday 19 September 2026

School In Action Open Morning: Thursday 8 October 2026

Application deadline:          Friday 30 October 2026

Art, Music, Drama and Sport

Scholarship application deadline: Friday 30 October 2026

Bursary application deadline: Friday 30 October 2026

Entrance Examinations: Saturday 14 November 2026

Sport Scholarship Trial Day: Saturday 5 December 2026

Academic Scholarship interviews: Saturday 9 January 2027

Art, Music, and Drama Scholarship

assessments:     Saturday 9 January 2027

General entry interviews: Saturday 9 January 2027

Results posted home:       Monday 1 February 2027

Acceptance deadline:      Wednesday 3 March 2027 (noon)

Please direct any enquiries to our Admissions Team: admissions@bla.gdst.net

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 11+ 
ENTRANCE IN SEPTEMBER 2027

Please direct any enquires to our Admissions Team: admissions@bla.gdst.net

mailto:admissions%40bla.gdst.net?subject=
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Where girls boldly go

BLACKHEATH HIGH

blackheathhighschool

blackheath high school gdst

www.blackheathhighschool.gdst.net 

blackheathhigh

Blackheath High School | Vanbrugh Park | London | SE3 7AG

admissions@bla.gdst.net | info@bla.gdst.net | 020 8853 2929
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