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WELCOME TO YOUR GCSE JOURNEY

Choosing your GCSE options marks an exciting
new chapter in your education — a time to explore
your passions, shape your future, and take greater
ownership of your learning. At Blackheath High
School, we're here to guide you every step of the
way, ensuring that you feel supported, informed,
and confident in your decisions.

This is your opportunity to delve deeper into the
subjects you love, discover new interests, and begin
to craft a balanced portfolio that keeps doors
open for future study and career aspirations.

Throughout this process, you'll receive expert

guidance from teachers, personalised advice, and insights from students who are
already navigating their GCSEs. We'll help you ask the right questions, consider
your strengths, and make choices that feel both exciting and right for you.

This booklet has been designed to give you an overview of each subject, helping
you make thoughtful and informed decisions. While you may have already begun
aspects of GCSE study, the full Key Stage 4 curriculum spanning Years 10 and

11 prepares you for your examinations in the summer of Year 11 — and for all the

opportunities that follow.

Discover what inspires you. The next step of your journey starts here!

Mrs Lisa Brooks
Head of Year 9

KS4 CURRICULUM

The curriculum at Blackheath High School allows for breadth and depth of study
in a wide range of subjects. The academic foundations established at GCSE will
lead to greater opportunities for further study in your chosen field at A-level and
beyond. Our GCSE curriculum will provide you with an extensive knowledge and
skills base, together with an element of choice for you to pursue the subjects
which you enjoy and which give you a great sense of achievement.

All students study the following core subjects in Years 10 and 11:
e English

e English Literature

e Mathematics*

» Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics

*In Mathematics, students who are excelling in the subject will go on to also sit
GCSE Statistics in Year 10 and also GCSE Further Mathematics in Year 11 if it is
felt that the student can comfortably manage all examinations, alongside their
chosen subjects.



A further four subjects should be chosen from the subjects below. In order to
maintain breadth, we recommend considering a range of subjects from the
different disciplines.

e Art e History

e Computer Science e Latin

e Design & Technnology e Mandarin

e Drama e Music

e French e Physical Education
e Geography e Religious Studies
e German e Spanish

We are aware that some students who are highly successful at managing their
workload and co-curricular commitments may want to stretch and challenge
themselves academically by studying additional GCSEs. To this end, we are offering
the opportunity to study additional subjects: GCSE Astronomy and GCSE Classical
Greek and GCSE Psychology. These courses are likely to take place outside of
timetabled lessons during the school day (for example at lunch time, after school or
at the weekend). Interested students should have a conversation with the Head to
discern whether or not this may a suitable pathway.

In addition to the subjects above, you will have timetabled lessons in Physical
Education and Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education. Our Enrichment
programme also continues throughout Senior School and in Year 10, you will focus
on developing Student Leadership Skills, Strategic Skills for Effective Campaigning
and Sustainability in Buildings.

You will receive an electronic form on which we ask you to make your choice of
option subjects and | would be very grateful if you could complete this no later than
9am on Friday 30 January 2026.

If you would like further information on this process, please contact:
Natalie Argile, Head - n.argile@bla.gdst.net

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS

English Language

Course content

The course aims to develop in students the ability to communicate in a range
of styles and for a variety of audiences and purposes, and to read critically and
analytically. Students must develop a range of skills in reading, writing, speaking
and listening, so that they are able to use language for a variety of purposes,
including argument, analysis and personal expression.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
Cambridge International Examinations iGCSE
English — First Language (0990) 9-1

Language exam: Paper 1: Reading (50%)
Structured extended writing questions. Questions will be based on three reading
stimulus texts.

Language exam: Paper 2: Writing (50%)

e Writing to discuss, argue and/or persuade
e Writing to describe

e Writing to narrate

For further information, please contact the Head of English, Ms Chandler.
a.chandler@bla.gdst.net
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English Literature

Course content

This course enables students to read, understand and respond to a wide range

of types of literary texts, to appreciate the ways in which authors achieve their
effects and to develop the skills necessary for literary study. Students will study a
collection of poems, a Shakespeare play, a novel, and prepare to answer an unseen
texts examination. These will vary depending on set text list and teacher selection.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
Cambridge International Examinations iGCSE
English — Literature (0992) 9-1

Literature examinations (100%)

e Poetry & Prose examination (50%)

e Shakespeare text examination (25%)
e Unseen examination (25%)

For further information, please contact the Head of English, Ms Chandler.
a.chandler@bla.gdst.net

Mathematics

Course content
Students cover topics from 4 main strands of Mathematics:
e Number

e Algebra
e Geometry
e Statistics

Exam board, course title and assessment method
Edexcel: International GCSE in Mathematics (Specification A)
Examination code: 4MAT

Final examinations

e The GCSE examinations consist of two, 2-hour papers
e The total number of marks for each paper is 100

e Calculators may be used in both papers.
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Other course information

e Students will build upon the knowledge and understanding gained at Key
Stage 3. All 4 strands have been exposed to students in years 7 — 9, to ensure
solid foundations are in place for beginning the GCSE course.

e Students will continue to be taught in groups dependant on the right level of
pace and challenge to maximise individual progress.

e The majority of students will be entered for the Higher Tier, but all students
are considered individually to ensure they can maximise their achievement in
the final examinations.

For further information, please contact the Head of Mathematics, Ms Langham.
e.langham@bla.gdst.net

Mathematics: Statistics (Stretch groups, Year 10 only)

At Blackheath High School we now offer high attaining mathematics students an
opportunity to gain an additional mathematical qualification in one year of study.
Studying GCSE Statistics is a fantastic choice for students who want to develop
essential skills in data analysis and interpretation. The course gives students the
opportunity to apply statistical techniques within the framework of the statistical
enquiry cycle using real-world data in contexts such as, but not limited to,
populations, climate and sales.

The focused study of statistics offered by this qualification lays foundations of
knowledge, understanding and skills that can be further developed in the study of
the compulsory statistics content of the new A Level Mathematics. Furthermore,
it teaches transferable skills which are useful across the curriculum, in subjects
such as Biology, Psychology, Computing, Geography, Business and Economics.

Course Content

1. The collection of data
e Planning
e Types of data
e Population and sampling
e Collecting data

2. Processing, representing and analysing data
e Tabulation, diagrams and representation
»  Measures of central tendency
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e Measures of dispersion
e Further summary statistics
e Scatter diagrams & correlation (PMCC and SRCC)
e Time series
e Quality assurance
e Estimation
e Index numbers
3. Probability
e Theoretical probability
e Experimental probability
* Risk
e Sample spaces
e Venn diagrams and Tree diagrams for dependent and independent events
e Probability distributions (Binomial distribution and normal distribution)
» Standardised scores

Exam board, course title and assessment method

e Pearson Edexcel Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Statistics (1STO)

e 100% terminal exam. There will be two equally weighted written papers
(80 marks each) which students will sit in May/ June of Year 10. The papers
contain short response, medium response and extended response questions.
Calculators are allowed on both papers.

For further information, please contact the Head of Mathematics,
Ms Langham. e.langham@bla.gdst.net
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Science

Course Content

Biology Chemistry
e Cell biology e Atomic structure and the periodic
e Organisation table
 Infection and response e Bonding, structure, and the
e Bioenergetics properties of matter
e Homeostasis and response *  Quantitative chemistry
 Inheritance, variation and evolution ¢  Chemical changes
e Ecology e Energy changes
e The rate and extent of chemical
Physics change
e Forces e Organic chemistry
e Energy e Chemical analysis
+  Waves e Chemistry of the atmosphere
e Electricity e Using resources

e Magnetism and electromagnetism
e Particle model of matter
e Molecules and matter / Radioactivity / Motion

12

Exam board, course title and assessment method
AQA. There are six papers: two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics. Each of
the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Biology Paper 1
Biology topics: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and
Bioenergetics.

Biology Paper 2
Biology topics: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution
and Ecology.

Chemistry Paper 1

Chemistry topics: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding,

structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes
and Energy changes.

Chemistry Paper 2
Chemistry topics: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry;
Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources.

Physics Paper 1
Physics topics Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure

Physics Paper 2
Physics topics: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism

Exam papers Separate Science

Combined Science Each written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
Each written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 100 marks

70 marks 50% of GCSE

16.7% of GCSE

Question types
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response.

13



Other course information

Candidates will have begun their studies of GCSE Science at the beginning of Year
9 and will continue through Years 10 and 11. Some students will study Combined
Science. There will be a group of candidates who will cover the material required
to sit the Separate Science examinations in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Entry
requirements into this group are set to a high standard and it is expected that
students will need to achieve an average of 7 or 8 across all the Science subjects
by the end of Year 9.

A decision as to which examination qualification route they will sit will be made
during July of Year 9, after the end of year examinations. This will be communicated
to parents and students in a letter sent home explaining the decision.

Students taking the Combined Science will obtain two GCSE certificates. Students
following the Separate Science route will obtain three GCSE certificates in
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Students will sit all written examination papers at the end of Year 11. There are no
controlled assessments.

Students undertaking Combined Science are not precluded or hindered in any way
from undertaking A-levels in any of the Science disciplines.

For further information, contact the Head of Science, Dr Mustafa.
a.mustafa@bla.gdst.net

14

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

Art and Design

Why choose Art and Design?

Students should view this course not as just a subject to study, but more as an
exciting and varied learning experience. Students will have many opportunities

to work in a wide range of materials and processes producing drawing, painting,
print, sculpture and textile outcomes in response to different themes and starting
points. During the GCSE course, students will have the chance to attend a number
of trips, including a residential. In the past, we have visited New York, Rome,

and St Ives in Cornwall, as well as Hastings and Kew Gardens in London. It is also
intended that the course will help students to observe, understand and comment
upon the world around them.

According to government research, around two million people are employed

in the creative industries and in creative roles in other sectors. Students who
have studied GCSE Art can progress on to the A-level Art or Textiles courses as
well as gain essential practical skills and creative understanding that may help
with further learning in many other subjects. In addition to securing jobs in the
conventional Art and Design industries, this could lead on to a career in many
others areas such as Architecture, Film and Television, Digital Media, Interior and
Product Design, and Advertising.

Course content
The course is divided into two key components:

Unit 1 — Coursework portfolio

This unit contains all classwork and homework tasks, for example drawing from
observation, research, and developmental work, which is usually completed in a
sketchbook or work journal along with many other pieces produced in different
scales and formats. This leads to one or more final outcomes in each project, such
as larger paintings, sculptures or printing. Investigating the work of other artists,
designers and craftspeople is a key element that is integrated into each project
providing opportunities for students to analyse and respond to a diverse range of
ideas and concepts.

15
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Unit 2 — Externally set assignment (exam project)

Students have a fixed period to prepare for a themed practical examination, taking
place over two school days at the end of Year 11. In this time, it is expected that

a sophisticated piece of work is produced that demonstrates all their creative,
expressive and technical skills.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
Edexcel: GCSE Art, Design + Craft

Coursework = 60% of final mark.
Externally set assignment = 40% of final mark.

Assessment Criteria:

e AOTl: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical
understanding of sources.

e AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes.

e AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work
progresses.

e AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and
demonstrates understanding of visual language.

For further information, contact the Head of Art, Mr Branch.
d.branch@bla.gdst.net
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Computer Science

Why choose Computer Science?

Computer Science is the most relevant, up to date and exciting subject to be
studying because technology, IT and computers are at the heart of our everyday
lives. GCSE Computer Science is a fantastic course, which will open up a whole
new world for you. Learning how computer systems work will enable you to
understand Al and maybe even create an Al machine yourself. You will be able to
make computers do things that will ‘blow people’s mind’l Whether it's to revive
a ‘dead’ machine, build a money-making website or design the latest ‘world
changing’ app, studying Computer Science will give you the tools to make this a
reality. You will have the opportunity to:

« understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer
Science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data
representation

« analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of
solving such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs

« develop valuable thinking and programming skills that are extremely attractive
in the modern workplace

« think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically

e understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they
communicate with one another and with other systems

« grow a deep understanding of computational thinking and how to apply it
through a chosen programming language.

« understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider
society

e apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science.

Course content

J277/01 — Computer systems

The first component is 100% exam-assessed, focusing on:

« Systems architecture

e Memory and storage

« Computer networks, connections and protocols

e Network security

»  Systems software

e Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental impacts of digital technology

17
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J277/02 — Computational thinking, algorithms and programming

The second component is 100% exam-assessed, focusing on

e Algorithms

e Programming fundamentals

e Producing robust programs

e Boolean logic

e Programming languages and Integrated Development Environments

Practical Programming
All students will be given the opportunity to undertake a programming task, to
solve a problem (or problems), during their course of study.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
OCR GCSE Computer Science
100% of the course is exam-assessed by two exams worth 50% each.

For further information, please contact the Head of Computer Science
Miss Dickinson h.dickinson@bla.gdst.net
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Design and Technology

Why choose Design and Technology?

A GCSE in Design and Technology will develop a wide range of skills that will

be invaluable to you if you wish to go on to any design course at AS or A-level.
Architecture, Engineering and Product Design courses will all be suited to students
who have studied DT up to GCSE/A-level standard. Art colleges will be interested
in the 3D design work that will make up a large part of the coursework portfolio.
The skills in research and analysis that are so important in the design process will
prepare you for the rigours of independent learning which is vital in the success of
any A-level and degree level work.

Course content

The Design and Technology course has a major ‘design and make’ coursework
element, worth 50% of the final grade, undertaken as a non-examined assessment.
This is a substantial piece of work made up of a piece of practical work and an
accompanying 20 page (maximum) PowerPoint e-portfolio. It is expected that this
work will take 35 hours and is undertaken during lessons at the end of Year 10 and
into Year 11. During this project you use your creativity and your knowledge of
your specialist materials to design and make a quality product. The materials used
can be wood, metal or plastic, as well as card and paper. The design brief is taken
from a selection provided by the exam board.
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There is a two hour written exam at the end of the course which is worth 50% of
the final grade. In preparation for the exam, you will look at commercial products
and form opinions as to their ability to satisfy consumer needs. You will learn to

consider how these needs relate to social, moral, ethical and environmental issues.

You will be involved in the study of the materials, components and processes
used to manufacture commercial products.

The design process develops problem-solving skills and lateral thinking as well
as developing communication techniques using a variety of media including

ICT and CAD. The making process allows exploration of a variety of traditional
and modern manufacturing techniques including CAD/CAM. It also develops an
understanding of the working properties of a range of materials.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
AQA GCSE Design and Technology.

For further information, please contact the Head of Design & Technology,
Mr Masters. t.masters@bla.gdst.net
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Drama

Why choose Drama?

Drama GCSE is an exciting, creative and academic course that allows you to delve
into practitioners and styles that will enhance your love of theatre. This course
will complement and balance your studies in Sciences, Arts and Humanities
offering you a breadth that universities and employers look for. This course
showcases your creative and academic ability, combining both realms that make
you a well-rounded candidate.

Studying Drama GCSE is an excellent way to gain a solid base for Drama A-level,
to grow your own personal interest, to gain the knowledge required for a future in
this field or to gain the skills required to perform under pressure, take directions,
lead a group and work towards a shared goal.
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The aims of the course are to enable you to use drama to:

e Communicate imaginatively through the use of space, movement and words
e Adopt and sustain roles

e Explore issues, ideas and feelings through drama

e Respond creatively to a variety of stimuli

e Develop imagination, sensitivity and self-confidence

e Experience personal and group creative expression and co-operation
e Appreciate texts in a working context

e Evaluate your own work and the work of others

e Gain practical understanding of performance skills

e Work as part of a team

« Gain experience in using technical equipment

e Gain expertise in designing aspects of backstage work

e Review live theatre performances

Course content

An exploration of performance skills and practitioners forms the basis of the
practical work. Activities arise from a wide range of stimuli such as text, story,
image, sound and objects. Students participate in two examined performances:
one, a devised piece inspired by a stimulus and two, a scripted piece that shows
clear character development. Students explore the written element through one
published play, examining a range of practical and theoretical styles whilst also
gaining a deeper understanding of theatre through live theatre reviews.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
Edugas Drama exam board:

e Component 1- Devising Theatre, practical 40%
e Component 2 - Performing from a Text, practical 20%
e Component 3 - Interpreting Theatre, written 20%

For further information, please contact the Head of Drama, Ms Coles.
k.coles@bla.gdst.net
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Geography

Why choose Geography?

Geography at Blackheath High is a popular subject that inspires curiosity about the
world and its people. This exciting and relevant course encourages students to think
critically about global issues and to develop as independent, enquiring learners.

Students will also develop a framework of spatial awareness in which to
appreciate the importance of the location of places and environments at a range
of scales. They will appreciate that people have different views of, and attitudes
to, the world, its environments and its issues.

Fieldwork is a fundamental element of geographical understanding where
students apply their learning to the real world. A highlight of the course is the
residential trip to Leeson house Field Studies Centre in Swanage, Dorset. Students
will undertake both physical and human data collection and analysis.
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Course content

Paper 1: Physical Geography

e Coastal environments

e Hazardous environments

*Including fieldwork from one of these topics

Paper 2: Human Geography

e Economic activity and energy

e Urban environments

*Including fieldwork from one of these topics

e Global issues (Fragile environments and climate change, Globalisation and
migration, Development and human welfare)

Exam board, course title and assessment method
e Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Geography (4GE1)
e This is assessed by 100% exam (Paper 140% Paper 2 60%)

For further information, please contact the Head of Geography, Mrs Stevens.

l.stevens@bla.gdst.net
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History

Why choose History?

History IGCSE is a successful and popular subject at KS4 level. History prepares
students very well for a wide range of careers and is, at heart, a study of people
and their motivations.

History is the study of the past and this syllabus offers the opportunity to study
world history from the nineteenth century to the beginning of the twenty-first
century. Students will explore history from a diversity of perspectives, including
social, economic, cultural and political. IGCSE History encourages students

to raise questions and to develop and deploy historical skills, knowledge and
understanding in order to provide historical explanations.

Learners studying Cambridge IGCSE History are given the opportunity to:

e Develop an interest in and enthusiasm for learning about and understanding
the past

e Explore historical concepts such as cause and consequence, change and
continuity, and similarity and difference

e Appreciate historical evidence and how to use it

e Gain a greater understanding of international issues and inter-relationships

e Learn how to present clear, logical arguments
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Course content
Students will study one core module and one depth study:

Core Module

The 20th Century: International Relations since 1919. This module looks at the
peace treaties at the end of World War 1, the League of Nations, the causes of
World War 2, the emergence of the Cold War, the USA’s attempts to contain the
spread of Communism, and the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe.

Depth Study

Germany 1918-45: This topic involves the study of whether the Weimar Republic
was doomed from the start, Hitler’s rise to power and details of the Nazi regime.
Students will learn about the extent to which the Nazi Party effectively controlled
Germany and what life like was in Nazi Germany. Coursework will be on an aspect
of this depth study.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
Cambridge IGCSE History (0977) 9-1.
This will be assessed through 73% final examination and 27% coursework.

For further information, please contact the Head of History, Ms Blythe.
s.blythe@bla.gdst.net
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Latin

Why choose Latin?

Latin enables students to discover the values and culture of the ancient world by
reading texts in the Latin language. The linguistic skills which are developed are
also applicable to English and other languages. Latin has been described as the
‘Mathematics of the Humanities’ and people with Latin choose a wide variety

of careers. Some of these are Law, Journalism, Advertising, the Civil Service,
Information Technology, Accountancy, and other fields where mental versatility
and good communication skills are required. It is worth remembering that much
medical, legal and scientific language has its roots in Latin.

Course content
The course includes both Language and Literature units.

For the Language unit (50%), students gain competence in reading the Latin
language. They do this by reading engaging texts, learning vocabulary and
exploring linguistic forms and structures. The unit is assessed through translation,
comprehension, and questions on accidence, syntax and word derivations.

For the Literature units (50%), students read a selection of prose and verse texts
in the original Latin. The units assess both understanding and appreciation of
the texts through translation, comprehension questions and questions about
literary style, characterisation and argument.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
OCR Latin (9-1); 100% terminal examination.

For further information, please contact the Head of Classics, Miss Williams.
swilliams@bla.gdst.net
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL)

All students are required to make a choice of whether to carry on or not with
languages. All students are encouraged to opt-in to at least one Modern Foreign
Language from the choice of French, Mandarin, German and Spanish.

Some competitive universities will expect students to have studied a language to
at least GCSE level no matter which field you decide to study.

In addition, a language at GCSE will give you remarkable skills and a valuable
talent that is applicable to almost everything you do. A language GCSE builds on
what you have already learnt in Years 7, 8 and 9 and you probably know more than
you think. Language classes are still fun and interactive and you cover things at a
slightly quicker pace, but this is good as you will easily notice the improvements
that you make in your foreign language. Plus, by taking a language GCSE you

not only learn the language, but you also get to find out about other people,
countries and cultures, so it really is an interesting and varied subject.

Ten reasons why languages are great:

1. Alanguage will always be useful, no matter what you do

2. Inclass, you get to study a wide range of topics all about different people and
cultures, not just how to speak

3. You can read books, watch films and listen to songs in a different language
which opens you up to new cultures

4. Languages mean business - being able to speak a language will make you stand
out in the workplace

5. They are good for your health: speaking more than one language increases
your brain capacity and improves your memory

6. Itisreally impressive to be able to speak a foreign language; it is a real

achievement that your friends will envy and employers will love

You can understand and talk to lots more people when you go abroad

Using a language at work could raise your salary between 8-20%

Learning languages improves your communication skills

English is not enough: not everyone speaks or wants to speak English

0 0 N

S
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French

Why choose French?
France is our nearest geographical neighbour so there are many opportunities to
travel to France and speak French, whether this is for business or leisure.

This course aims to:

« Develop the ability to communicate effectively in French, through both the
spoken and written word, using a range of vocabulary and structures

e Develop knowledge and understanding of countries where French is spoken

e Add an international dimension to your qualifications and future CV

e Provide a suitable foundation for further study to A-level and beyond

Course content

The course covers five distinct themes, which apply to all four question papers.
Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions
about these themes relating to their own experiences and those of other people,
including people in countries and communities where French is spoken.
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Topics Sub-topics
A. Home & abroad: 1. Life in the town and rural life
2.Holidays, tourist information and directions
3. Services (e.g. bank, post office)
4. Customs
5. Everyday life, traditions and communities

B. Education & employment: 1. School life and routine
2. School rules and pressures
3. School trips, events and exchanges
4. Work, careers and volunteering
5. Future plans

C. Personal life & relationships: 1. House and home
2. Daily routines and helping at home
3. Role models
4. Relationships with family and friends
5. Childhood

1. Environmental issues

2. Weather and climate

3. Travel and transport

4. The media

5. Information and technology

D. The world around us

E. Social activities, fitness 1. Special occasions

& health: 2. Hobbies, interests, sports and exercise
3. Shopping and money matters
4. Accidents, injuries, common ailments & health issues
5. Food and drink

Exam board, course title and assessment method
IGCSE Edexcel Pearson terminal examination. No tiering.

For further information, please contact the Head of French, Mrs Bass.
a.bass@bla.gdst.net
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German

Why choose German?

German is a fascinating language to learn. It is spoken by 95 million people
throughout Europe, and German speakers are in demand in many areas of industry.
Throughout the course, there will be opportunities to travel to Germany. We have
an exchange with a grammar school in Trier, Germany which takes place every two
years, and we visit the Christmas markets in Cologne in the alternate years.

The German GCSE course aims to:

e Develop the ability to communicate effectively in German, through both the
spoken and written word, using a range of vocabulary and structures

« Develop knowledge and understanding of countries where German is spoken

e Add an international dimension to your qualifications and future CV

« Provide a suitable foundation for further study to A-level and beyond

Course content

The specification covers five distinct themes, which apply to all four question
papers. Students are expected to understand and provide information and
opinions about these themes relating to their own experiences and those of other
people, including people in countries and communities where German is spoken.
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Topics
A. Home & abroad:

B. Education & employment:

C. Personal life & relationships:

D. The world around us

E. Social activities, fitness
& health:

Sub-topics

1. Life in the town and rural life

2.Holidays, tourist information and directions
3. Services (e.g. bank, post office)

4. Customs

5. Everyday life, traditions and communities

1. School life and routine

2. School rules and pressures

3. School trips, events and exchanges
4. Work, careers and volunteering

5. Future plans

1. House and home

2. Daily routines and helping at home
3. Role models

4. Relationships with family and friends
5. Childhood

1. Environmental issues

2. Weather and climate

3. Travel and transport

4. The media

5. Information and technology

1. Special occasions

2. Hobbies, interests, sports and exercise

3. Shopping and money matters

4. Accidents, injuries, common ailments & health issues
5. Food and drink

Exam board, course title and assessment method
IGCSE Edexcel Pearson terminal examination. No tiering.

For further information, contact the Head of German, Miss Walker.

dwalker@bla.gdst.net
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Mandarin

Why choose Mandarin?

1.

o

China is one of the world’s oldest and richest continuous cultures, being over
5000 years old

China is the most populous nation in the world, with 1.4 billion people

One fifth of the planet speaks Chinese; Mandarin Chinese is the mother
tongue of around 1 billion people, making it the most widely spoken first
language in the world

In addition to the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan, Mandarin Chinese

is also spoken in the important and influential Chinese communities of
Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, the Philippines, and Mongolia
China is the second largest economy in the world

China is one of largest trading partners of the United States

Many US companies do business in China and have long-term investments there
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Course content

The two years leading to your GCSE qualification will teach you how to perfect
your listening, reading, writing and oral skills. You will participate in a variety of
listening and reading activities under the following five broad themes:

e ldentity and culture

e Local area, holiday and travel

e School

e Future aspirations, study and work

e International and global dimension

Exam board, course title and assessment method
Edexcel GCSE Chinese.

Papers will be tiered, with 25% assessment weightings per skill (listening, speaking,
reading, writing).

Papers will include:
e Short translations from and into the target language
e Authentic stimuli in the reading paper, including literary texts

Compulsory topics linked to: Identity and culture; Local, national, international
and global areas of interest; and Current and future study and employment.

For further information, contact the Head of Mandarin, Mrs Chung.
t.chung@bla.gdst.net
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Spanish

Why choose Spanish?
Spanish is spoken by 500 million people, a growing trend that will reach 600
million speakers by 2050.

Course content
The course covers five distinct themes, which apply to all four question papers.

Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions
about these themes relating to their own experiences and those of other people,
including people in countries and communities where Spanish is spoken.

This course aims to:

e Develop the ability to communicate effectively in Spanish, through both the
spoken and written word, using a range of vocabulary and structures

» Develop knowledge and understanding of countries where Spanish is spoken

e Add an international dimension to your qualifications and future CV

« Provide a suitable foundation for further study to A-level and beyond
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Topics

Sub-topics

1. Life in the town and rural life

2. Holidays, tourist information and directions
3. Services (e.g. bank, post office)

4. Customs

5. Everyday life, traditions and communities

A. Home and abroad:

B. Education and employment: 1. School life and routine
2. School rules and pressures
3. School trips, events and exchanges
4. Work, careers and volunteering
5. Future plans

C. Personal life & relationships: 1. House and home
2. Daily routines and helping at home
3. Role models
4. Relationships with family and friends
5. Childhood

1. Environmental issues

2. Weather and climate

3. Travel and transport

4. The media

5. Information and technology

D. The world around us

E. Social activities, fitness 1. Special occasions

& health: 2. Hobbies, interests, sports and exercise
3. Shopping and money matters
4. Accidents, injuries, common ailments & health issues
5. Food and drink

Exam board, course title and assessment method
IGCSE Edexcel Pearson terminal examination. No tiering.

For further information, please contact the Head of Spanish, Mrs Rosado.
n.rosado@bla.gdst.net
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Music

Why choose Music?

Music will link with or complement any subject in the Arts, Humanities or
Sciences. Universities and employers like to see breadth in your education and

so Music will always be respected in your application. Achieving at this level

says much more about you than just the GCSE qualification. It says that you can
perform, you can perform under pressure and to an audience, you can deliver and
meet deadlines, you can work as a team, you can lead a team and much more.

GCSE Music is a good preparation for further musical study and a solid foundation
for A-level Music. You may wish to take a GCSE in Music for its own sake, perhaps
to form the basis of a future interest. Alternatively, you may wish to go into a job
where it is useful to have had experience of Music or where you will need to use
some of the skills developed during this course. These might include careers in
the Music industry, publishing, entertainment, teaching or any job which involves
communication and expressive skills.
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Course content

You have already gained many of the basic skills needed for this course. Through
your individual music lessons, performing with choirs and ensembles, and from all
the knowledge and experience you have gained in Key Stage 3. You will improve
your skills in solo and ensemble performing, and composing different styles of
music either using music software or acoustic instruments. You will study and
listen to a wide variety of music and learn more about how and why it was
written and/or performed.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
Edexcel Music. 30% composition coursework, 30% solo and ensemble
performances and 40% listening exam.

For further information, please contact the Acting Director of Music, Ms Bond.
e.bond@bla.gdst.net
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Physical Education

Why is Physical Education important?

Physical Education is an important subject for all students, across all age groups
and abilities. Whether students see the subject as an area of strength for
themselves that they want to develop further or an appropriate time to enjoy
participating in physical activity, our lessons provide that opportunity.

We offer a wide range of activities for the students to participate in with the aim
of enabling girls to excel where they can and develop skills in new activities at
the same time, thus encompassing our participation and growth for all approach.
An underlying focus for all students is the importance of being healthy; mentally,
physically, and socially. Physical activity among peers, whether in a team or a class
group, allows students to support each other, overcome areas of insecurity and
challenge themselves in a safe environment which will develop their resilience
and inherently ensure they are healthy.
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Why choose GCSE Physical Education?

The Physical Education GCSE is a diverse and exciting course. The contemporary
topics will help students of all abilities to develop a well-rounded skill set and
prepare them for progression to further studies in various directions and subjects. It
enables students to develop and apply knowledge, skills and understanding through
selected practical activities as well as theory lessons. It looks at the different factors
that affect participation and performance and demonstrates their relationship;

the roles of rules and conventions in selected activities and how to promote
understanding of the health benefits of taking part in physical activity.

Students will also develop the skills necessary to analyse and improve their
performance which will support personal and social development. Overall, this is
an engaging and inspiring course.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
AQA Physical Education 8582.
60% terminal exam, 40% controlled assessment.

Course content for GCSE PE

Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport
» Applied anatomy and physiology

e Movement analysis

e Physical training

e Use of data

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport
e Sports psychology

e Socio-cultural influences

e Health, fitness and well-being

e Use of data

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport

e Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of
player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a
third in either a team or in an individual activity)

e Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement in one
activity

For further information, please contact the Director of Sport, Miss Morrell.
h.morrell@bla.gdst.net
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Compulsory Curriculum PE

During Key Stage 4, there is provision for all girls to engage in Games and PE. Four
activities are offered per week, some at the field and some at school. Activities
available will include Orienteering, Netball, Hockey, Football, Tag Rugby, Cricket
and Athletics, together with indoor school based activities such as Badminton,
Volleyball, Basketball, Trampolining and use of the Fitness suite.

Some of the sports offered in Key Stage 4 will have already been covered during
Key Stage 3 and therefore knowledge gained during this period will be further
developed during Years 10 and 11. Some skills will be completely new, offering the
opportunity to learn. All girls are expected to ensure they have the full school PE
kit and suitable trainers.
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Religious Studies

Why choose Religious Studies?

GCSE Religious Studies extends many of themes studied at KS3. You will explore
questions of ultimate significance about belief, values, meaning, purpose and
truth. You are encouraged to develop your own attitudes towards a range of
controversial and contemporary philosophical and ethical issues. Studying GCSE
Religious Studies will help you to develop analytical and critical thinking skills,
and the ability to work with abstract ideas, all of which will help prepare you for
further study at A-level in a variety of subjects.

Course content
The course includes two major components. Each component is examined in a

separate paper.
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1. In-depth study of two religions — Christianity and Islam

This will cover:

e Beliefs about God, creation and the afterlife in the two religions

» Teachings about the roles of important figures within the religion, e.g. Jesus and
Muhammad

e Sacred texts and sources of authority

e Worship and festivals

2. Religious, philosophical and ethical themes

Christianity and Islam will be applied to a range of contemporary issues, including:
e Sex, marriage and divorce

e Families and gender equality

e The origins of the universe and human life

e Abortion and euthanasia

e Crime and Punishment

e Violent Protest & Terrorism

The study of these contemporary issues also allows for your own reflection and
opinions and you will be provided with the skills to develop reasoned arguments
and critically analyse the views of others. We will also take learning outside the
classroom with educational visits to St Paul’s Cathedral and the East London
Mosque.

Exam board and course title
AQA. GCSE Religious Studies A.

Assessment method
100% examination: each component is examined with a T hour 45 minute exam
paper at the end of Year 11.

For further information, please contact the Head of Philosophy, Religion & Ethics,
Mr Green. s.green@bla.gdst.net

44

ADDITIONAL STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

Astronomy GCSE (Year 10 only)

Each year, Blackheath High School offers a limited number of places (usually four
or five) on the Edexcel GCSE Astronomy course, which allows students the chance
to study GCSE Astronomy in a truly unique environment. This takes place in the
Astronomy Centre at the Royal Observatory and is a 30-week course (Saturday or
Sunday mornings), throughout Year 10. This culminates in a written examination in
the summer examination series.

Entry onto this course is held to a highly rigorous and demanding standard as interest
is always very high. It is based on two main criteria. Firstly, overall achievement
throughout Year 9 and the end of Year 9 examinations in Science. Secondly, an
application form with a number of questions designed to highlight those who have
the necessary skills and desire to be able to tackle the course effectively.

Course content

Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) (1ASO) in Astronomy. It consists of two (Th 45min)
externally examined papers (50% weighting each). Students must complete all
assessment in May/June in any single year.

Paper 2: Telescopic Astronomy

Topic 9 — Exploring the Moon

Topic 2 — The lunar disc Topic 10 — Solar astronomy

Topic 3 — The Earth-Moon-Sun system Topic 11 — Exploring the Solar System
Topic 4 — Time and the Earth-Moon-Sun cycles Topic 12 — Formation of planetary systems
Topic 5 — Solar System observation Topic 13 — Exploring starlight

Topic 6 — Celestial observation Topic 14 — Stellar evolution

Topic 7 — Early models of the Solar System Topic 15 — Our place in the Galaxy

Topic 8 — Planetary motion and gravity Topic 16 — Cosmology

Paper 1: Naked-eye Astronomy
Topic 1—Planet Earth

For further information, contact the Head of Science, Dr Mustafa.
a.mustafa@bla.gdst.net
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Classical Greek (Year 10 & 11)

In addition to choosing Latin (an Optional subject), students may also choose to
work towards a GCSE in Classical Greek. Latin and Classical Greek enable students
to discover the values and culture of the ancient world by reading texts in the
original language. The linguistic skills which are developed are also applicable to
English and other languages.

At the end of Year 10 students may opt to enter for the Intermediate Certificate
in Classical Greek (ICCG). This is an olympiad-style qualification based on the
language content covered in Years 9 and 10.

The King Classics Scholarship Award (£300) is awarded annually to a Year 9 student
who has committed to studying both Latin and Greek to GCSE level and who

achieves impressive Year 9 examination results, particularly in Latin.

Course content

The course includes both Language and Literature units and its structure, approach
and method of assessment are similar to the Latin GCSE. A selection of prose

and verse texts are studied in the original Greek. These may include words by
Herodotus, Xenophon, Homer and Euripides.

Exam board, course title and assessment method
OCR Classical Greek (9-1); 100% terminal examination.

For further information, contact the Head of Classics, Miss Williams.
swilliams@bla.gdst.net
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Psychology (Year 10 & 11)

Psychology is the study of our mind and behaviour. It is interested in people and
animals, in how they think and behave, and in how we can account for, predict
and control our behaviour. Psychologists are therefore concerned with collecting
evidence to explore ideas about how mental and behavioural processes work. It is
a science and uses systematic methods to gather and analyse information about behaviour.

Studying Psychology enhances literacy and numeracy skills and enables students
to critically assess data and theories presented about themselves and the world
around them whilst celebrating our human individual differences.

Students completing this course will develop general and specific skills including;
research analysis, problem-solving, decision-making, critical thinking, communication
and evaluation.

Course content
Students will study the following topics;

1. Cognition & Behaviour: 2. Social Context & Behaviour:

e Research Skills e Social influence

e Memory e Language, thought and communication
e Perception e Brain and neuropsychology

e Development e Psychological problems

Exam board, course title and assessment method
AQA GCSE Psychology (9-1); 100% examination.

Course criteria

To take GCSE Psychology as an additional GCSE, students must meet the

following criteria:

« ‘Excelling’ Level in Maths: Strong analytical skills are crucial for interpreting
data and statistical findings in Psychology.

e Minimum Expected Grade 7 in Biology: A solid understanding of biological
concepts is essential, as Psychology often intersects with biological processes.

For further information, contact the Head of Psychology, Miss Banks.
p.banks@bla.gdst.net
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

PSHE & Wellbeing

Why is PSHE & Wellbeing important?
PSHE is a compulsory subject at Key Stage 4 and helps you to do the following:

e Develop your confidence and responsibility to make safe and informed
decisions
»  Develop a sound understanding of risk and with the knowledge necessary
to manage difficult situations
»  Understand what mental health is and how to manage it
»  Learn how to build healthy and respectful relationships
»  Develop your financial literacy
 Increase your knowledge of health and sexual matters and make informed decisions
« Develop good relationships and respect the differences between people
» Develop your understanding of the roles and responsibilities of a good citizen
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Course content
In KS4 you continue to receive one PSHE lesson per fortnight and 1 PSHE based form
time per fortnight. The Year 10 programme focuses on the following key themes:

¢ Mental health — Understanding mental health and ill health, tackling stigma,
and safeguarding health during periods of transition or change.

¢ Financial decision making — Exploring the impact of financial decisions, debt,
gambling, and the influence of advertising on financial choices.

¢ Healthy relationships — Examining relationship and sex expectations, myths
and challenges, and understanding the impact of media, pornography, and
pleasure/intimacy.

¢ Exploring influence — Considering the influence and impact of drugs, gangs,
role models, and the media.

e Addressing extremism and radicalisation — Promoting belonging, inclusion,
and challenging extremism within communities.

e Work readiness — Developing preparation and readiness for the world of work.

In Year 11, students continue to receive one PSHE lesson per fortnight. The focus

areas are:

¢ Building for the future — Developing self-efficacy, managing stress, and
exploring future opportunities.

e Next steps — Understanding application processes and developing skills for
further education, employment, and career progression.

e Communication in relationships — Exploring personal values, assertive
communication (including in relation to contraception and sexual health), and
addressing relationship challenges and abuse.

¢ Independence — Making responsible health choices and staying safe in
independent contexts.

e Families — Understanding different family structures, parental responsibilities,
pregnancy, marriage and forced marriage, and managing changing relationships.

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) forms an integral part of the PSHE
programme. In Key Stage 4, pupils learn about healthy relationships, respect and
consent, and the influence of media, pornography and online content on attitudes
towards sex and intimacy. Lessons explore gender stereotypes, misogyny, and
online risks such as image-sharing, deepfakes and coercion. Pupils also develop
personal values and communication skills, learn about contraception, sexual
health and recognising abuse, and discuss issues around belonging, diversity,
extremism and respectful relationships in preparation for adult life.
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Careers & Futures:

The careers lessons delivered in enrichment lessons are termly and focus on
possible careers, hybrid working, work experience placements and study skills. In
addition, our new PowerSkills programme explores collaborative working skills in

Year 10 and networking, negotiation and professional communication skills in Year 11.

Year 10 students will sit the My Future Choice (MFC) careers aptitude assessments
in the summer term, receiving a detailed report and 1-1 interview with an MFC
advisor at the beginning of Year 11 where a student’s strengths and potential
degree/ career routes will be explored. Year 11 students will then develop an
action plan that includes refining a CV, letter of application and/or personal
statement. Students will also meet regularly with Ms Day (Head of Futures) to
discuss possible work experience placements, which take place upon completion
of the GCSE examinations in the last two full weeks of the summer term.

For further information, please contact the Head of PSHE & Wellbeing, Miss Smith.
m.smith@bla.gdst.net

Further information

For information on Heads of Subject and teaching staff please see the school
website - Key Information, Staff.
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