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The 11+ Girl emPowered Scholarship Programme is designed to stretch and challenge 
students with exceptional talent. Successful scholars entering in Year 7 join a bespoke 
programme that mentors, guides and inspires them, giving them the knowledge, 
confidence and opportunities to pursue their goals and ambitions. 

We o�er prestigious scholarships in Academic, Art, Music, Drama and Sport. Each 
comes with a range of exclusive opportunities including one-to-one mentoring, 
workshops, trips and enrichment experiences, along with a remission of fees. 

Scholarships are available for entry into Year 7 and Year 12 only, and successful scholars 
will retain their award for the duration of their time at Blackheath High School (subject 
to continued commitment and progress). 

Students may hold a bursary as well as a scholarship, where eligible. 
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Welcome to the Girl emPowered 
Scholarship P rogramme

https://blackheathhighschool.gdst.net/admissions/scholarships-and-bursaries/#69035bbcb22a6
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Academic scholarships
You do not need to apply for an Academic Scholarship. They are awarded based on 
performance in our Year 7 entrance exam and assessment, and every candidate is 
automatically considered, including girls moving up from our Junior School. 

When they reach the Sixth Form, Academic Scholars are automatically enrolled in our 
bespoke Competitive Admissions programme, which provides personalised support for 
applications to highly selective universities including Oxbridge and international, and 
courses such as Medicine, Veterinary, Science and Dentistry.

Students may hold both an Academic Scholarship and a Subject Scholarship. 

Successful scholars will be informed in the o�er letters sent out in March. If your 
daughter’s o�er does not mention an Academic Scholarship, this means she has not 
been awarded one. 

Exam tips
Candidates sit three examination papers in English, Mathematics and Verbal Reasoning. 
The Verbal Reasoning paper tests pupils’ ability to process verbal information, identify 
patterns, recognise similarities and di�erences between words, understand language 
rules and meanings, and apply logical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

We understand that sitting examinations can feel daunting at this age. Our aim is to 
make the day as welcoming, positive and friendly as possible, helping girls to feel at 
ease from the moment they arrive. We do not recommend excessive preparation, but 
familiarising your daughter with the paper formats can be helpful. Free familiarisation 
materials for all three papers are available on the GL Assessment website.

https://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk/
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Subject scholarships
We o�er subject scholarships in Art, Drama, Music and Sports, each of which brings 
exclusive opportunities, including one-to-one mentoring, a wealth of activities 
designed to stretch and challenge students, workshops, trips, participation in the 
annual Girl emPowered Scholar Project, and an invitation to the Scholars’ Celebration. 

For External applicants:
If you would like your daughter to be considered for one of these scholarships, please 
indicate which subject on your application form. Applicants may apply for only one 
Subject Scholarship. Once your application has been submitted, you will receive a 
subject-specific scholarship form through our online application portal. 

For Internal applicants:
If you would like your daughter to be considered for one of the above scholarships, 
please indicate which subject on the Microsoft Form provided to you at the beginning 
of the new academic year. Applicants may apply for only one Subject Scholarship. 
Once your application has been submitted, you will receive a subject-specific 
scholarship form. 

If your daughter is successful in the entrance examination, she will be invited to a 
subject assessment to demonstrate her ability in her chosen field. Assessments take 
place on the same day as the interview, except for Sport, which is held on a separate 
assessment day. Academic Scholars are interviewed by the Head or a member of the 
Senior Leadership Team. 

Successful scholars will be notified when o�er letters are sent in March. 

Choosing the right scholarship 
Take some time to consider your daughter’s interests, strengths, and any tuition or 
coaching she has undertaken when deciding which scholarship to apply for. Scholars 
are expected to contribute positively to their chosen subject, so choosing one she 
genuinely loves is important. 

As our scholarships are extremely competitive, we recommend taking a realistic view 
of your daughter’s current level of achievement and commitment. Please note that the 
Admissions Team is unable to o�er guidance on which scholarship to choose. 
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Art Scholars
The Girl emPowered Art Scholarship recognises students with outstanding creative 
talent and potential. Scholars enjoy access to specialist workshops, projects and 
mentoring, as well as a fee remission. 

Art Scholars are expected to immerse themselves in the creative life of the school 
- taking part in workshops, clubs and projects, and leading by example through their 
commitment and involvement in exhibitions and events. 

Step 1: Applying
External applicants: Please select ‘Art Scholarship – Year 7’ on the online Applicaa form.
Internal applicants: Please select ‘Art Scholarship’ on the Microsoft form provided.

After applications have been received, you will then be asked to upload five pieces of artwork
that best demonstrate your daughter’s creativity and artistic ability. These may include drawing, 
painting, printmaking, sculpture, photography, textiles, animation, mixed media or any other creative 
processes. We also ask for a short written summary of your daughter’s artistic interests. 

We recommend including at least two pieces created from first-hand observation (for example, 
drawing from real life). Please avoid submitting multiple cartoon-style drawings or copied images, as 
these provide less insight into her individual artistic strengths. 

Deadline: Friday 30 October 2026
(Early submissions are welcomed)

Step 2: Portfolio submission
Longlisted candidates will be contacted by Monday 16 November 2026 and invited to submit an 
online portfolio by Friday 27 November 2026. 

The portfolio should showcase your daughter’s range, creativity, and enthusiasm for making art – 
especially pieces created in her own time. It should contain at least 10 pieces in a variety of media, 
such as drawing, painting, printing, sculpture, photography, textiles, animation, or mixed-media work. 
It can also include the earlier submitted work. 

We recommend that most pieces are created from first-hand observation, and that at least three 
works are A3 or larger, to demonstrate her ability to work confidently on di�erent scales. 

If your daughter keeps sketchbooks, we would be delighted to see them. She may also wish to 
include brief notes describing her ideas or artistic process for each piece. 

KEY DATES:
Application deadline:    Friday 30 October 2026
Portfolio submission deadline:   Friday 27 November 2026

Step 3: Assessment & outcome
Candidates will be shortlisted for assessment based on their application and performance in our 11+ 
examinations on Saturday 14 November 2026. 

If your daughter is shortlisted, you will be notified by mid-December and invited to the Art 
Scholarship Assessment on Saturday 9 January 2027. 

The assessment day gives girls the chance to create their own artwork in our specialist Art Room, 
working in a small group alongside our Head of Art. They will usually take part in two di�erent 
creative activities, allowing us to see their ideas, skills and artistic process in action. 

For additional guidance, see what our Head of Art David Branch had to say about the Girl 
emPowered Art Scholarship. Watch the video

Your daughter’s 11+ o�er letter will confirm whether she has been awarded an Art Scholarship. 

https://vimeo.com/625511868?share=copy&fl=cl&fe=ci
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Sport Scholars
Our Sport Scholarship is designed to support and encourage talented young athletes 
to reach their full potential. Open to girls who show strong ability and promise in 
any sporting discipline, the programme o�ers exciting opportunities, expert coaching 
and dedicated support to help them grow, both on and o� the field, along with a fee 
remission. 

Sport Scholars are expected to take an active role in school sport - participating fully 
in clubs, training and fixtures, and leading by example through their commitment, 
teamwork and performance in fixtures and competitions. 

Step 1: Applying 
External applicants: Please select ‘Sport Scholarship – Year 7’ on the online Applicaa form.
Internal applicants: Please select ‘Sport Scholarship’ on the Microsoft form provided.

If your daughter is invited to our Sport Scholarship Assessment Day, we’ll also request a short 
reference from her PE teacher or sports coach to help us understand her strengths and achievements 
in sport. 

Deadline: Friday 30 October 2026
(Early submissions are welcomed)

Step 2: Assessment & outcome
Candidates will be shortlisted for assessment based on their application and performance in our 11+ 
examinations on Saturday 14 November 2026. 

Shortlisted candidates will be invited to the Sport Scholarship Assessment on the morning of 
Saturday 5 December 2026. The assessment includes fitness testing, a short netball match, a game 
of hockey or football (depending on your daughter’s preference), and a cross-country run. Each 
candidate will also have an interview with our Director of Sport. 

The assessment day is designed to evaluate overall fitness, teamwork and sporting ability, while 
also considering any other sports your daughter participates in, such as swimming. We are looking for 
talent, potential and a positive sporting attitude, not just performance in one discipline.

KEY DATES:
Application deadline:    Friday 30 October 2026
Sport Scholarship assessment:   Saturday 5 December 2026

For additional insight, see what our Director of Sport Hannah Morrell has to say about the Girl 
emPowered Sport Scholarship. Watch the video

Your daughter’s 11+ o�er letter will confirm whether she has been awarded a Sport Scholarship.

https://vimeo.com/625514748?share=copy&fl=cl&fe=ci
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Music Scholars
Students with exceptional musicality and promise will flourish in our Music Scholarship 
programme. This prestigious award provides outstanding opportunities to develop 
technical skill, deepen musical understanding and grow in confidence, alongside a 
fee remission. Scholars benefit from specialist coaching, masterclasses, ensemble 
opportunities and an inspiring programme of performances that allow their talents 
to shine. 

Music Scholars are expected to play an active role in the musical life of the school - 
taking part in choirs, ensembles, rehearsals and concerts, and contributing positively 
to performances and school events. They are encouraged to lead by example through 
their commitment, professionalism and enthusiasm for music. 

Step 1: Applying
External applicants: Please select ‘Music Scholarship – Year 7’ on the online Applicaa form.
Internal applicants: Please select ‘Music Scholarship’ on the Microsoft form provided.

Applicants should have reached Grade 5 standard in at least one instrument or voice, and we warmly 
encourage applications from both instrumentalists and vocalists. 

On the application form, you will be asked to provide the dates and grades of your daughter’s most 
recent music exams. You will also need to upload a short, three-minute film of her performing on 
her first-study instrument or voice. In addition, we will request references from her music teachers or 
tutors to support her application. 

Deadline: Friday 30 October 2026
(Early submissions are welcomed)

Part 2: Audition & outcome
Candidates will be shortlisted for the Music Scholarship based on their application, film submission, 
and performance in the 11+ examinations on Saturday 14 November 2026. 

Shortlisted applicants will be invited to attend an in-person audition on Saturday 9 January 2027. 

During the audition, candidates will perform two pieces - either both on their first-study instrument, 
or one on their first study and one on a second study instrument. They will also complete Grade 
5-level aural and sight-reading assessments on their first-study instrument. 

Before the audition, we’ll ask for details of the pieces your daughter intends to play, along with 
copies of the accompanying sheet music. 

Candidates are welcome to bring their own accompanist, or we can provide one. 

KEY DATES:
Application deadline:    Friday 30 October 2026
Music Scholarship assessment:   Saturday 9 January 2027

For additional insight, see what our Director of Music Charlotte Butterworth has to say about the 
Girl emPowered Music Scholarship. Watch the video

Your 11+ o�er letter will include information on whether your daughter has been o�ered a 
Music Scholarship.

https://vimeo.com/752910772?fl=pl&fe=sh
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Drama Scholars
Our Drama Scholarship is awarded to students with exceptional promise in the 
performing arts. Scholars benefit from exciting opportunities to develop their talent, 
build confidence and refine their performance skills, alongside a fee remission. 

Drama Scholars are expected to take an active role in the school’s rich performing 
arts programme, participating in clubs, rehearsals and productions, and contributing 
positively to performances and whole-school events. Scholars are encouraged to lead 
by example through their professionalism and commitment, helping to inspire others 
and enrich our Drama community. 

Step 1: Applying
External applicants: Please select ‘Drama Scholarship’ – Year 7’ on the online Applicaa form.
Internal applicants: Please select ‘Drama Scholarship’ on the Microsoft form provided.

Application deadline: Friday 30 October 2026
(Early submissions are welcomed)

Submit your audition: Have fun inventing a heightened caricature to perform with exaggeration and 
total commitment to camera. You can achieve this by choosing a leading body part like your nose, 
chest or anywhere really! The choice is yours. Make sure you have a voice to match and the character 
is complete. Finally, find an interesting object and talk in character about the item as if it was your 
most precious possession. Be adventurous and brave, you could even reenact the story of how you 
first came across your treasure to show more skill. Candidates should film themselves performing 
their audition and upload the recording by Monday 16 November 2026. 

As part of the application, we will also request brief details of any previous performances your 
daughter has taken part in, including dates, and we will ask for references from her drama teacher 
or coach. 

Step 2: Audition & outcome
Candidates will be shortlisted for the Drama Scholarship based on their application, film submission, 
and performance in the 11+ examinations on Saturday 14 November 2026. 

Shortlisted applicants will be invited to attend an in-person workshop on Saturday 9 January 2027. 
You do not need to prepare anything; just bring yourself, your energy, enthusiasm and a comfy pair 
of rehearsal trousers that you can move in. The workshop on the day will be fun, ensemble based 
and explorative. This final assessment allows us to see your daughter’s creativity, confidence and 
responsiveness, as well as her potential to grow and thrive within our Drama programme.

KEY DATES:

Application deadline:    Friday 30 October 2026
Recorded performance submission: Monday 16 November 2026
Drama Scholarship assessment:   Saturday 9 January 2027

For additional insight, see what our Head of Drama has to say about the Girl emPowered Drama 
Scholarship. Watch the video

Your daughter’s 11+ o�er letter will confirm whether she has been awarded a Drama Scholarship.

https://vimeo.com/1225587256?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
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