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Scope: 
This policy applies to the Junior School, including EYFS 

Person responsible: M. Patel 

Contact details of person responsible: m.patel@bla.gdst.net 
Identified Governor: N/A 

Reviewed by and frequency: Annually DHJ 
Date of last review: October 2024 

Policy approved by SLT on: October 2026 

Date of next review: October 2027 
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with: 

• Blackheath High School’s EYFS Policy 

• Blackheath High School’s Teaching and Learning Policy 

• Blackheath High School’s SEND Policy 

• Blackheath High School’s EAL Policy 

• Blackheath High School’s Assessment Policy 

• Blackheath High School’s Gifted and Talented Policy 

• Blackheath High School’s Prevent Policy 

 

 

LEGAL REFERENCES: 
This policy operates within a wider national and local policy framework, which includes: 

• The Education Act 1996 

• The Equality Act 2010 

 

Aims: 
To deliver a curriculum that fulfils the aims of our Mission Statement.  
This will ensure that we: 

• Offer a specialised education for pupils, ignoring gender stereotypes 

• Create an environment where inspirational teaching encourages intellectual curiosity and 
depth of knowledge 

• Foster an atmosphere in which doors are open, not closed, and pupils are guided to identify 
and achieve their aspirations 

• Provide a broad and enriching curriculum that supports a balanced approach to school and the 
world beyond, enabling the pupils to develop a healthy outlook and tackle life’s challenges 
head on 

• Enable pupils to develop the skills that lead to life-long relationships within school and across 
the GDST, benefitting from the wealth of experience of our alumnae; parents and the local 
community 

• Encourage imaginative learners who use initiative, adaptability and the conceptual agility to 
explore problems creatively, and seek solutions, whilst respecting the diversity of other 
perspectives 

• Build pupils’ tenacity and courage to make a mistake and then learn from the experience 
• Create an outward-looking community within which all individuals are valued and their talents 

and personality are celebrated 
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As part of Blackheath High’s vision, we aim: 
 

To raise academic aspiration and achievement of pupils through a challenging, relevant and 
innovative curriculum with enrichment opportunities beyond the classroom, from Nursery to 
Year 13. 
 
To develop globally responsible, confident, and skill-rich pupils with a moral sense of their 
contribution to the world.    

 

This written policy is supported by appropriate plans and schemes of work which take into 
account the ages, aptitudes and needs of all pupils, including those that may have an EHC plan 
and which enable all pupils to have the opportunity to learn and make progress. For Nursery 
pupils we have who are below compulsory school age, we provide a programme and a 
curriculum which is appropriate to their needs. In addition to our whole school mission 
statement, we aim to deliver a curriculum that actively promotes British values such as 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of other beliefs 
and faiths and that provides effective preparation of pupils for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of life in British Society. 
 

Introduction 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Junior curriculum provide opportunities for all 
pupils to learn, progress and achieve their potential. We ensure that pupils receive a broad, 
balanced and coherent education, which enables deep learning, continuity and progression. 
Pupils broadly follow the National Curriculum and opportunities for pupils to acquire speaking, 
listening, literacy and numeracy skills are provided through a balanced range of subjects and 
areas of learning. Through the curriculum, pupils undertake a wide range of educational 
experiences aimed at enriching and extending their abilities, knowledge and understanding, 
which will equip them with the skills they will need for their future opportunities, 
responsibilities and experience of life in British society. Inspirational speakers from a range of 
professions give assemblies at school and discuss a range of character attributes, such as 
resilience and grit, which they show has provided them with the opportunities to succeed in 
education or in employment. In our extra-curricular and classroom activities, we inspire an 
intellectual curiosity and a love of learning.  
 

The EYFS Curriculum 
We follow the EYFS Statutory framework in effect from 1st September 2023. Our curriculum is 
drawn from Development Matters, the non-statutory guidance which supports practitioners 
in implementing the statutory requirements of the EYFS.  
 
We deliver a play-based curriculum which encourages curiosity and active learning. There is 
room for creativity and time for shared, sustained thinking. We want our pupils to select their 
own resources and use them in their independent work whilst drawing on skills and 
knowledge they have developed in teacher-directed activities. We aim to facilitate this in a 
well-resourced, safe environment staffed by knowledgeable and committed professionals 
working in partnership with parents/carers. 
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Learning is structured through termly or half termly themes or topics. Nursery themes 
include, Bears, Julia Donaldson, Eggstravaganza, Colour and Pattern, Exploration. Reception 
themes include, Superheroes, Dinosaurs, Space, Growing and Minibeasts. We also follow the 
interests of the pupils, modifying the activities to match the pupils’ needs.  

We support our curriculum with other visits and visitors for example, Reception classes go 
pond dipping to support the ‘Minibeast’ topic when they look at how insects grow and 
change through their lives and the Nursery pupils go to Eltham Palace during their 
Exploration topic. There are a variety of visits both locally and further afield each half term 
after Christmas for Reception classes and an annual trip for Nursery. We also have a range of 
workshops each term. We draw on parents/carers with artistic, dance or craft skills to enrich 
our curriculum.  

Phonics and Mathematics teaching is delivered in regular subject focused teaching sessions. 
Phonics teaching follows the progression of Letters and Sounds, with some adaptations, and 
the pupils are introduced to the songs and actions of Jolly Phonics. In Maths, we use the 
mastery approach supported by the White Rose Maths scheme. In Reception, we follow a 
range of graduated reading schemes and all pupils read 1:1 with either their teacher or 
teaching assistant regularly which is followed up by daily reading at home. French, Music, PE 
and ‘Strength and Stretch’ are taught by specialist teachers. The Personal, Social, Emotional 
Development (PSED) curriculum is delivered through both the planned curriculum in circle 
times and the incidental through responding to daily or weekly themes or events. We follow 
the whole school scheme, Jigsaw, as the main part of our focused PSED teaching. EYFS pupils 
have regular sessions in Forest school. Physical development is provided for with outdoor 
play every day and the planned PE curriculum following the Get Set 4 PE scheme. 

See EYFS Policy  
 

Continuous Provision in KS1  
In Year 1 we continue to use continuous provision to help children move smoothly from the 
Early Years Foundation Stage into more formal learning. Lessons typically begin with whole-
class teaching on the carpet, where new learning is introduced. This is followed by a focused, 
adult-led activity delivered in small groups, repeated until all pupils have completed it, with 
either the class teacher or teaching assistant. While not in the adult-led session, children 
access carefully planned, purposeful continuous provision both inside and outside the 
classroom. These activities are designed under key areas such as maths, writing, reading, small 
world, large construction, fine and gross motor skills, enquiry and science. Continuous 
provision ensures that children can explore, practise and apply their learning independently, 
supporting curiosity, independence and deeper understanding, and enjoy learning through 
play and exploration. 
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The Junior Curriculum: “The Joy of the Challenge” 
The Junior School curriculum is underpinned by a commitment to enabling all pupils to 
develop both positive attitudes to learning, as well as key life-long learning skills. We actively 
design learning that encourages pupils to build their resilience, their ability to innovate, their 
environmental awareness and their sense of community spirit and enterprise. From a young 
age, we expect them to be independent and resourceful: pupils are encouraged to have a 
growth mindset approach to their learning. 
 
As our planned learning goes beyond the National Curriculum, challenge and depth of learning 
are central to our teaching. Across all areas of learning, we embrace the concept of cognitive 
challenge for all. Through our lesson design, resourcing, questioning and in creating 
opportunities for pupils to be curious and take their learning further, we set high expectations 
for all the pupils and encourage them to be self-motivated and want to achieve their very best. 
 
To further enhance the curriculum and the development of the pupil’s learning skills, we 
provide a rich range of opportunities through our co-curricular programme. With over 80 clubs 
on offer, from fencing to creative writing, from karate to coding, we encourage pupils to take 
risks and choose clubs that expose them to new skills, as well as encouraging them to extend 
their areas of interest outside the classroom.  
 
 

Aesthetic and creative 
We provide opportunities for development of pupils’ attitudes, skills and knowledge in the 
broader curriculum, with pupils experiencing rich, quality learning opportunities in aesthetic 
and creative education in Art, Music, Design and Technology (DT), Drama, Dance and the study 
of literature.  
 
These areas of learning are successfully provided in KS1 through the Creative Curriculum, 
which provides pupils with coherence as they learn to link ideas and make associations 
between one idea or skill, learned in one area of learning, and others.  
 
The aesthetic and creative education is enhanced by our specialist teachers who teach Music 
from Nursery to Year 6, Dance, as part of our PE curriculum, from Nursery to Year 6, Drama, 
as part of our English curriculum, from Years 3 to 5, Art from Years 3 to 6 and DT from Years 4 
to 6. 
 
Throughout the year, there are various whole school initiatives such as the Art Exhibition, 
dance competitions, creative writing competitions, poetry recitals, class assemblies, music 
workshops and year group, or multi-year group, productions and concerts in inspiring 
locations and venues. 

 
Outdoor Learning  

Alongside our class-based learning, we are committed to providing opportunities to develop 
life-long learning skills through outdoor learning. Forest School is a supportive environment, 
which allows children to safely test themselves and to become more aware of themselves 
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and their own capabilities. It helps them to understand their fears, develop new skills, and 
make discoveries. Since the activities are child-led there is a greater motivation to 
participate, take ownership of the learning and have a go, away from the fear of getting it 
‘wrong’. It is natural place to promote collaborative working, sharing equipment, turn taking 
and playing together. 

At Forest School, the children are not constrained by the rules of ‘indoor school’ and can 
collectively achieve by working together to make a shelter, gather firewood or forage for 
different coloured leaves. It helps to develop empathy and develop understanding of the 
capabilities of yourself and your peers, and to understand that some things may be more 
challenging for yourself than for others.  

Forest School can develop practical skills that support the learning in the classroom: such as 
developing gross motor skills through digging and climbing, improving balance from walking 
on uneven ground and supporting language skills with new vocabulary, developing to/fro 
conversation skills and organisation of thought.  

 
Nursery experience Forest School in the school’s outdoor learning area once every two 
weeks and Reception visit once a week. KS1 and LKS2 have half or full day sessions, led by 
external experts at local sites once a year: they collaborate on shelter building, persevere in 
their learning how to light fires with flint and steels, build resilience using tools safely to 
whittle wood and learn how to respect our natural environment. In Year 4, the students 
undertake a one-night Bushcraft residential and, in Year 5, the pupils further hone their skills 
on a 3-day PGL residential.  
 

 
Human and social  
In the Junior curriculum, Geography and History are combined as Humanities and in KS1 the 
knowledge, concepts and skills associated with these subjects are taught through the Creative 
Curriculum, linking with Literacy, Science, Art, DT and other areas of learning. Pupils are 
provided with a curriculum which is broad and related to them as people and their 
environment: through it they learn how human action, now and in the past, has influenced 
events and conditions and provides them with a desire to make changes for the future.  
 
Sustainability and diversity are key concepts within the Humanities curriculum, as well as 
being embedded across many other areas of learning.  Through their learning, pupils gain an 
insight into their roles as global citizens and begin to understand how they might influence 
their own futures, as well as the importance of living and learning in a culturally diverse 
community. 
 
We value opportunities to enhance the Humanities curriculum with school trips to both local 
sites and further afield. 
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PSHEE 
PSHEE reflects the school’s aim and ethos and encourages respect for other people, paying 
particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010.  
 
The Jigsaw PSHEE programme is used across the Junior School. Jigsaw brings together PSHE 

Education, emotional literacy, social skills and spiritual development in a 
comprehensive scheme of learning. Teaching strategies are varied and are mindful 
of preferred learning styles and the need for differentiation. Jigsaw is designed as a 
whole school approach, with all year groups working on the same theme (Puzzle) at 
the same time. This enables each Puzzle to start with an introductory assembly, 
generating a whole school focus for adults and children alike. 

 
The practice of mindfulness, where children learn to be in the moment, without 
judgement, is taught in every Jigsaw piece – through the Calm Me time, through 
visualisation and through breathing techniques. The Jigsaw Approach is underpinned 
by mindfulness which aims to empower children to learn now and improve their life-
chances later and to help them develop personal awareness. Mindfulness practice 
enables them to observe their own thoughts and feelings, regulate them and make 
conscious decisions about their learning, behaviour and lives. It helps them to remain 
focused on the present moment and thrive in it.   

 
In the classrooms, we have provided calm spaces and quiet areas: this allows pupils the 
opportunity to be responsible for understanding and managing their own emotions, knowing 
how best to self-regulate and taking the necessary steps to do so.  
 
Through class-based or whole support networks, such as Chatty Boxes and Buddy Groups, 
pupils are encouraged to respect other people, learn to know themselves and play a vital role 
in the wellbeing of the whole community. The School Council further provides an 
opportunity for pupils to grow in self-esteem and experience what it means to 
contribute to society as an active citizen. 
 

Financial education is also provided through PHSEE lessons and we encourage pupils to take 
on projects, such as charitable events or enterprise initiatives, to further embed this learning.  
 
See PHSEE Policy 

 

Linguistic and Literary 
Pupils have daily English lessons in order to develop their communication skills and increase 
their command of language through listening, speaking, reading and writing. Years 5 and 6 are 
taught English by a specialist teacher. Linguistic and Literary provision includes French from 
Nursery to Year 6, which is taught by a specialist language teacher. We provide many 
opportunities for pupils to extend their speaking and listening skills, such as, delivering 
presentations, debating contests and poetry competitions. Pupils from Nursery through to 
Year 6 have a library session each week and are encouraged to take books home.  
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Mathematical 
Daily lessons in Mathematics teach pupils to make calculations, to understand and appreciate 
relationships and patterns in number and space and to develop their capacity to think logically 
and express themselves clearly. The Junior School curriculum provides opportunities for pupils 
to extend their knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways, such as using concrete 
resources, open-ended challenges that encourage risk-taking, trial and improvement or 
systematic thinking and opportunities to use mathematical language when reasoning and 
explaining. Years 5 and 6 are taught Mathematics by a specialist teacher.  

 

Physical 
The Junior School curriculum aims to develop the pupils’ physical control and co-ordination as 
well as their tactical skills and imaginative responses and to help them to evaluate and 
improve their performance. Pupils have an opportunity to acquire knowledge and 
understanding of the basic principles of fitness and health in both P.E. and PSHEE lessons. All 
pupils have weekly P.E. lessons and are taught by a specialist teacher. KS2 also have lessons 
at our sports ground delivered by both Junior and Senior P.E. teachers. There is a mixture of 
skills based and competitive sport, which is supplemented by an extensive co-curricular offer 
encouraging pupils to be active. There is a healthy variety of activity on offer through our 
extra-curricular provision, from Ballet in EYFS, to Jazz Dance and Hockey higher up the school. 

 

Scientific and technological 
Pupils gain knowledge and understanding of nature, materials and forces through practical 
experience and hands on work. From the earliest age they are encouraged to be active 
learners, for example, by observing nature in Forest School, moving onto investigations, such 
as Year 1 investigating the properties of various materials to construct their own castles to 
dissections in Year 6. Year 4 and 5 are taught Science by a specialist teacher in a Science 
laboratory. Year 6 are taught both at the Junior site and the Senior School site by a specialist 
from our Senior School. We focus on developing the skills associated with Science as a process 
of enquiry.   
 

Technological skills are developed through a strong Computing curriculum and investment in 
both software and hardware which supports IT skills across the curriculum. Computing is 
taught by a specialist teacher from Years 3-6 in our Computing Suite and there is also a 
Creative Suite with a ‘green screen’. All pupils in KS2 and Year 2 have their own iPad and all 
pupils have their own portfolios on the school’s online portal, Firefly, where they can save and 
share learning. Pupils in KS2 can apply to become Digital Leaders:  one is chosen from each 
class to record class events and assemblies, recommend apps to others and maintain the class 
blogs.  

 

Teaching and Learning 
Teaching and learning are high on the professional agenda of the school. Staff are regularly 
involved in discussions about curriculum development, assessment, homework, and provision 
for SEND and EAL pupils through staff meetings, curriculum meetings and specific working 
parties. We have an effective tracking system which monitors both individual, group and 
cohort progress. JLT is responsible for monitoring and evaluating teaching and learning 
overall, as well as the curriculum, through the line management and QTL (Quality of Teaching 
and Learning) systems.  
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Appendix 1 
Junior School Curriculum Plan  
 

 6B 6H 5B 5H 4B 4H 3B 3H 2B 2H 1B 1H RB RH NH NB 

Maths 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10         

English 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10         

Science 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4                 

Humanities 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3                 

Computing 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1     

French 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 

PE 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Library 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Music 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Art 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3                 

DT 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2                 

RE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1         

PSHEE 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1     

Critical Thinking 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1             

Verbal Reasoning 1 1 1 1                         

Drama     1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1     

Creative 
Curriculum                 10 10 10 10 32 32 36 36 

Stretch & Strength                      1 1 1 1 1 1 

 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 

 


